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1 itis proposed to enlarge it to forty feet. The 
c.eretary estimates for it. 

~ Mr, ALLEN. The building is very small, and 
hardly fit for the purpose intended. ‘This appro- 
oriation of $7,500 will make it a very respectable 


ling. 


fi 


‘ 


The amendment was agreed to. . | 


The next amendment was to strike out this || 


2use: 
; To complete the rooms in the City Hall, Utica, New 
York, necessary for the proper accommodation of the United 
»s district and circuit courts held in said city, and their 
ficers, Which was directed by the act of Congress, ap- 
proved 30th September, 1850, $5,000. 
Mr. SEWARD. I should like to have an ex- 
nla ation of that. 
Mr. HUNTER. A few years ago $12,000 
were appropriated in order to obtain rooms for 
courts at Utica. That money has not been 
naid heretofore, because the parties had not com- 
nlied with the contract; but | understand from the 
Secretary of the Interior that the contract is now 
ij dy to be complied with, and he is ready to pay 
the $12,000. ‘This appropriation of $5,000 addi- 
nal was not based on any estimate, and he is 
f the opinion that it is not necessary and ought 
ttobe paid. It is put in, F understand, on a 
tition of the corporate authorities of Utica. 
That is all Il know about it, and on that informa- 
tion the committee move to strike it out. 
Mr. SEWARD. I hope the Senate will not 
strike out this appropriation for the court-house 
Utica. I desire to call the attention of the 
Senate to the fact, that the principle involved in it 
s the same one involved in other post office and 
jurt-house appropriations throughout the United 
States. I think that Senators have some right to 
‘cise judgment themselves, and not rely abso- 
y in all cases on the Secretary of the “Treas- 
'; for if they were to do that, they would give 
Secretary of the Treasury all the power of 
legislation of the two Houses over post offices, 
stom-houses, and court-houses. The State of 
New York is divided into two judicial districts, 
the firstextending from Montauk Point, atthe end 
of Long Island, to the city of Hudson, on the Hud- | 
son river, a distance of three hundred and fifty 
miles. Thatisthe southern district. The northern 
district extends from the city of Hudson, on the 
Hudson river, northerly and westward, to Lake 
Erie, a distance of three hundred and eighty miles. 
The ciréuit court and district court hold terms 
Utica, at Buffalo, and at Albany. The city of 
Utica a few years ago undertook to build a new 
city hall, and before doing so submitted the matter 
to Congress, and Congress agreed to appropriate 
$12,000, in consideration that they would prepare 
ms suitably adapted to the use of the United 
States courts in the city hall. The estimate of 
building was $36,000. The city was%o pay 
$24,000 for the use of its own portion, and the 
United States $12,000. This it was thought was 
cheaper than to erect such a building as would 
] 










a 


be required. The building has been altered, and 
largely altered, owing to the requirements made 
by the Government for the extent of accommo- 
dations of its-courts; and the expenses for the 
construction of a buiiding have been carried up to 
$72,000, making the whole edifice cost $72,000. 
Such have been the exactions of the Govern- 
ment in regard to their accommodations, that it 
has never yet paid over to the city the $12,000 
appropriated by the former bill. . As the chair- 
man states, however, the building is completed, 
or nearly so, and the rooms are ready for occu- 
pation. The House of Representatives, on the 
report of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
Was satisfied that this appropriation of $5,000 
More is a justand proper appropriation. That is 
the simple statement of the case; and I hope the 
Senate will not think itself wiser than the House 
of Representatives in this matter, which exam- 
ined the whole subject, but will let the apprupri- 
auon stand, 

I'he amendment was rejected; there being, on | 
& division—ayes 15, noes 20. 


The next amendment of the committee, which ! 


133 


was a verbal one, to strike out the word *‘ adopt,” 
and insert ** adapt,’’ was agreed to. 

The vext was to insert, after the appropriation 
for land surveys in New Mexico: 

For defraying the expenses of running the boundary line 


between the State of Texas and the Territory of New 
Mexico, $10,000. 


Mr. HUNTER. The State of Texas appro- 
priated $10,000, and the Secretary of the Interior 
recommended $10,000 more, but said he could 
not submit a formal estimate until next session. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was to insert, after the 
appropriation for the purchase of lots in the Con- 
gressional burial-ground: 

To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to pay for, or 
allow for the engraving of the ‘ Ingraham medal,” in pur 
suance of a contract made by direction of the Secretary of 


the Navy, under authority of law, $2,200. 


Mr. HUNTER. That explains itself. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next was to insert, after the appropriation 
for ornamenting the Capitol with works of art: 


For enlarging and shelving the law library room, and for 
new carpet and other furniture for the same, $4,000. 


Mr. PEARCE. ‘That is necessary by reason 
of the increase of books in the library. It is a 
small affair. The library requires fitting up for 
the purpose of receiving all the books. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was to insert: 

For repairing heating apparatus, raising, repairing pas 
sages, painting, reglazing, and extending seed-room and 
green-house according to plan, $6,000, to be expended 
under the direction of the Commissioner of Public Build- 
ings. 

Mr. PEARCE. These repairs are necessary 
if we intend to keep up the establishment. 

The amendment was adopted. 


The next amendment was to reduce the appro- 


| priation for taking careof the grounds south of 


the President’s House, continuing the improve- 
ments of the same, and keeping them in order, 
from $15,000 to $3,000. 

Mr. HUNTER. That is according to estimate. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was to strike ou 
*¢ ¢75,000,’’ and insert ** $25,000,” in the follow- 
ing clause: 

For the collection of agricultural statistics, investiga 
tions for promoting agriculture and rural economy, and the 
procurement and distribution of cuttings and seeds, $75,000, 


to be expended under the direction of the Commissioner of || 


Patents: Provided, That the Commissioner shall seport to 
Congress the various kinds and amounts of seeds oliclias d, 
and to be purchased, under this appropriation, from whom, 
and where obtained, and the cust of the same. 


Mr. HUNTER. ‘Twenty-five thousand dol- 
lars was estimated; and we propose to cut the 
appropriation down to the original estimate. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I hope the amendments 
will not prevail. ‘The House appropriated the 
inconsiderable sum of $75,000, and the committee 
of the House, I understands bestowed a great 


| deal of attention on this subject. I apprehend 


that the whole of this sum will be required by the 
agricultural interests of the country. Very little 
has ever been done for them. Allother interests 


are attended to; but very little is ever done for the 


farmers. When the farmer finds that so small a 
sum as this for those things which enable him to 
extend his improvements, is denied him, he will 
be apt to inquire what you do foxpthers. This | 
is nota large sum. I hope it will Tf6t be reduced. 
Mr. SEWARD. I agree with the honorable 
Senator from Delaware. I am sure no one will 
complain that I am not liberal in voting appro- 
priations for great public structures and edifices 
at the national capital. 1 vote very liberally, 
because I am sedi of the capital, and I wish to 
see it worthy of the nation; but it ought to be re- 
membered that a large portion of our citizens will 
never have the favor of setting their eyes upon 
these great and magnificent structures which we 


| are now raising for the benefit and honor of the | 


nation; and all those eyes are directed here to see || 
what we will do, what we can do, to spoons the 
agriculture of the nation, and to distri 


ute that |! 


improvement throughout the whole country. 
There is nothing abqut*which there is so much 
importunity upon Congress, | am sure, as for the 
seeds and the reports of the Patent Office. It is 
a good symptom, it is an excellent sign; and 
though it is somewhat inconvenient, I hope it will 
continue, and | am very earnestly of the opinion 
that we ought to continue the appropriation, and 
not reduce the sum. 

Mr. WELLER. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were orders da, 

Mr. WELLER. | simply asked for the yeas 
and nays, because I desire to have it understood 
by the country, that the Senate are desirous to 
expend $75,000 for this purpose. It is the moat 
extraordinary appropriauon I ever heard of in 
Congress. shall vote for $25,000 very reluc- 
tantly. 1 consider that a large amount for a thing 
of this kind, but $75,000 is most unreasonable, 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I shall vote for this appro- 
priation, extraordinary as it seems to my friend 
from California, This is no appropriation made 
by Congress for the benefit of the great interest 
of agriculture, which occupies a large majority 
of the working people of the United States, 
except for these seeds, and I believe the Patent 
Office report. Now, so far as | myself am con- 
cerned, so far as my individual judgment goes, 
I would vote against both appropriations; but I 
am here as a representative of the people of the 
country, and I venture to say that, if it were put 
now to the people of this country to vote which 
of the appropriations made by the General Gov- 
ernment best meets their wishes, a large majority 
of the people of the United States would point to 
this very appropriation for distributing seeds and 
for printing the Patent Office report. It is the 
moneyof the people. ‘There is no more consti- 
tutional difficulty in appropriating $75,000 than 
$25,000, and [ am certain the people want their 
money spent in this way, at least so far as | am 
able to judge from applications made to myself. 
I do not receive as mauy letters on all other sub- 
jects put together as | do on the distribution of 
these seeds and reports. Now, if $25,000 can 
be expended on that interest which sustains the 
whole country, which is the great wealth-creating 
interest of the country, we certainly can afford 
to spend $75,000 or $100,000. The amountisa 
mere nothing. 

I state these reasons for my vote, because I 
vote against my individual judgment. I think this 
distribution of seeds is of very little use; but the 
people think otherwise; itis their money, and 
they have a right to control its distribution, 

Mr. SLIDELL. This item of $75,000, which 
passed the House of Representatives, is intended 
to cover an appropriation of fifteen or twenty 
thousand dollars, to be applied to the importation 
of cane. I had occasion, some weeks since, to 
call the attentgon of the Senate to the fact, that the 
sugar-cane y) Louisiana had become so material- 
ly deteriorated as to render the future culture of 
the plant extremely precarious. I think the ma- 
terial interests of the pockets of the people will 
be benefited bythe appropriation of 815,000 for 
the introduction of cane. ‘The crop of Louisiana, 
three years since, was four hundred and sixty 
thousand hogsheads of sugar. The present crop 
will not exceed one hundred sneunennh lempaiaee 
It has been gradually falling off during the last 
two or three years. A portion of that decreased 
production is to be attributed to inclement weather 
and bad seasons—too much cold, too much 
drouth, too much rain—but one very important 
element is the actual deterioration of the cane, 
which can be remedied only by the importation 
of new varieties. They can only be brought from 
a distance, and perhaps can be more conveniently 


| brought by ships of war than in any other way. 
|The Secretary of the Navy has entered very 


heartily into this scheme. The Commissioner 


| of Patents and all the sciertific men connected 


with the Patent Office approve the suggestion. 
The difference in the price of sugar consumed 

by the people of the United States, caused ina 

great degree by the falling off of the crop ix 
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Louisiana, dees not amount to less than five or || 


ix millions of dollars a year. When we made || 
four hundred and sixty thousand hogsheads in 
Louisiana sugar was a drug, and sold with diffi- 
cents a pound. 
quality 
of sugar has co nmande d fi » Seven and a half 


; ; : 
to eielit and a half cents a pound in market at 


culty from two and a half to three 
Since the falling off of this crop the sam: 


New Orleans. That ingrease of price does not 
apply only to the four foul ‘ed and sixty thou- 
sand hos sheads ¢rown in Lo usiana, but to the 
whole importation. I am not making an extrav- 
agant assertion when I say that the loss of the 
sugar crop of Louisiana would cost the peaple 
of the United States, in the enhanced prices of 
sugar, at least four or five millions of dollars a 
year. I perceive that my friend from California 
has some little reminiscences of sugar, and of a 
discussion that occurred in another place. [hope 
he will not allude to it here, but will bear me out 
on that subject, and will assent to the passage of 
this appropriation, which I think imperatively 
called for by the best interests of the country. 

Mr. |VERSON. I rise to endeavor to get a 
little information. I will ask the Senators from 
Louisiana from what clause of the Constitution 
they derive the power to appropriate money for 
sugar-cane for the benefit of the planters of Lou- 
isiana, or any seed to distribute among them? I 
have not been able to find it myself, 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will answer my friend 
from Georgia according to the rerular Yankee 
mode, if he will first answer me another question. 
What clause of the Constitution authorizes the 
appropriation of $25,000, and not $75,000? 

Mr. IVERSON. I was going to say that I 
have not been able to satisfy myself ‘that the | 
Constitution confers any such power on Congress 
as is embraced in this provision, lamas much 
opposed to the appropriation of $25,000 as of 
$75,000. I should be happy to vote for the larger 
amount if I were satistied that Congress had 

ower to meke the appropriation; because | be- 
shee the money could ys well be expended in this 
way as any other, if youlook at the mere benefit 
the expenditure is to confer on the peopté; but I 
desire to know where you derive the power to 
take money out of the Treasury, outof the pock- 
ets of my constituents, and put it into the pockets 
of the constituents of the Senator from Louisiana, 
to buy sugar-cane for them. It is the exercise 
of the same arbitrary power which the Emperor 
of France has exercised recently, by which he 
appropriates millions of the public treasure to 
indemnify those injured by the floods sent by 
God. Itis the exercise of unlimited power. I 
deny that there is any constitutional provision 
that authorizes it, and, therefore, | shall vote 
against both the appropriation of $75,000 and 
$25,000. If any gentleman can satisfy me that 
we have the constitutional power, | will vote for 
$75,000. 

Mr. WELLER. The Senator from Louisiana 
{Mr. Sime.) seems to put this appropriation, 
so far as sugar-cane is concerned, entirely on the 

round that the cane has deteriorated in Louis- 
jana; that they have been cultivating sugar-cane 
there for a series of years, until it has betome 
unprofitable to cultivate it with the cuttings or 
seeds they now have; and what de they ask ? 

They ask the Government of thes United States 

to expend $15,000, in order to enable them to get 

new seeds. Now, sir, corn has deteriorated in 

the State where | reside; but [ wever thought of | 
asking Congress for an appropriation of ten or || 
fifteen thousand dollars, in order to get better seed || 
to plant there. Why cannot you carry out this || 
principle? If Congress is under an obligation to || 
make an appropriation of $15,000 to supply a |} 
State where seed has deteriorated or degenerated | 
in the cullivation of sugar-cane, why cannot you |! 
apply it to.everything else ? i! 

Mir. SLIDELL. If the Senator from California | 


' 


wants an answer, | will give him one very read- || 
ily. TE have no doubt he has sent a great many || 
varieties of corn to his own constituents, pur- | 
chased and imported by these appropriations. 1 
have done so. i] 

Mr. WELLER, So have I, but I never heard || 
that it improved my constituents’ corn. In this || 
case the people of Loottians have cultivated the || 
pugar-cane in that State until it is deteriorated, | 
and they are not able to raise as much sugar as | 
formerly, and they want an appropriation from t 


| 
| 


' turn civilities of this kind, 
| are excessive, because we do not want to give |! 
' the same book over and over again to the same 
| Government; and there are not more than twenty- 
| five Governments to receive them. If it were mod- | 

ified so as to be twenty-five, instead of a hundred, || 
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the Federal Treasury to enable them to get better 


seed. 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, | 


resulted—yeas 19, nays 21; as follows: 
YRAS—Ms 


Clay, Dodge, Houstou, Hunter, Iverson, Jones of 


> 


( 


+, Adame, Biggs. Bright, Brodhead, Brown, | 


lory. Puch. Reid. Thomson of New Jersey, j 


and Yulee--19 


Allen, Bell of New Hampshire, Bell of 


r. Clayton. Durkee, Fessenden, | 


1, Pratt, Sebastian, Seward, 
ide, and Wright—21. 


' , 
= { nenament was re jected. 


Mr. IVERSON. I should like now to move 


to strike out that clause. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) ‘That motion is not in order at the 
present time. The practice is first to go through 


with the amendments of the Committee on Finance | 


before receiving any others. 

The next amendment was to increase the ap- 
propriation for completing the bridge at the Little 
Falls of the Potomac, from 85,000 to $75,000. 


Mr. HUNTER. The estimate was for $75,000, | 


and the House putin $5.000. The Committee 


on Finance moved to restore the appropriation to | 


the amount of the estimate. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SLIDELL.’ Will the effect of making 
this bridge dispense with the necessity of another 
bridge across the Potomac ? 

Mr. BROWN. Ido not think it will. There 
is no connection between the two. The Little 
Fails bridge is two or three miles above George- 
town, and has no sort of connection with the 


| other bridge. 


The next amendment was to strike out the fol- 
lowing clause: 





To enable the Secretary of State to purchase one hun- | 


dred copies, each, of Audubon’s * Birds of America,” and 


* Quadrupeds of North America,” for presentation to foreign | 
Governments, in return for valuable works sent by them to 


the Government of the United States, $16,000. 


Mr. PUGH. I hope the Senate will not con- 
cur in the amendment. 


asked by the Secretary of State. | had a copy 


of his letter to the Speaker of the House, but 1 | 


gave it to the chairman of the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. 
Mr. HUNTER. 
for it, 
Mr. PUGH. 


Foreign Governments have presented to our Gov- 


I admit the Secretary asked 


i} ernment valuable works, and he desires to return | 


theircivility. He has selected these works, which 


I think the Senate will agree are the most appro- |; 
priate presents the Government of the United | 
| States could make. 1 
lished character, In fact, 1 do not think it is neces- | 
sary to add anything, as every Senator must be | 
| familiar with them by, reputation at least. 


They are works of estab- 


Mr.esPEARCE. This gentleman spoke to me 
about this proposition, and | believe I should have 


ino objection to itif the number had been smaller; 
but there are certainly not more than twenty-five || 
| Governments in the world, if that many, from 


whom we ever receive presents of books, and I 
take it twenty-five copies would enable us to re- 


copies, | think it would meet the approbation of 


‘| the Senate. 


Mr. CLAYTON. This subject was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and the 
committee authorized me to make a Feport,and I 
have pe reportand a bill, for the purpose 
of complying 
State, to be found in a letterto the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, of the 25th of 
March, 1856. He says: 

“Sir: Linclose a copy of a letter addressed to me by 


that foreign Goveruments present to that of the United 


} States valuable works, and it is desirable to have sunilar 


works to offerin return therefor. ‘The Birds of America’ 
and * The Quadrupeds of North America.’ would be very 
proper books for that purpose.”’ 

The Secretary has thus expressed the desire 
to have these works, for the purpose of enabling 
him to reciprocate those courtesies which are 
extended to us by other Governments, and make 


This appropriation is | 


The Secretary has asked for it. | 


One hundred copies | 





| suitable presents, which are highly acéeptahle « 


foreign Governments. We have been in 
habit of making such presents, | think, from 
beginning of the Government. I do not supp 
that-one hundred copies would be an improper 
number. My friend from Maryland says 1) 
are not Governments enough with whoa -. 
exchange to require one hundred. {do no: ki 
precisely how many there are with whom \. 
exchanges but | suppose that greatly more 
twenty-five, or double that number, mich; 
found to whom it would be proper to sen 1. 
book. We have now, besides Mexico, some sy 
different Governments in Central America; cal 
extending thence southward to the extremity o¢ 
| the continent perhaps there are some tw 
How many there are in Europe itis not necessary 
for me to state to the Senate. One hundred seems 
to have been the number fixed on at the Stato 
Department. J would suggest as a compromise 
that the number be reduced to sixty, and | make 
that motion. Then the appropriation will be (), 
sixty copies of this work, which will, | Suppose. 
very nearly, if not quite, meet the wants of {| “ 
Department, and the sum will be reduced by +) 
| amendment from $16,000 to $9,600. I make 4) 
motion, and I hope it will be adopted, and ) 
| Section passed. ’ 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CLAYTON. I hope the Senate will now 
refuse to strike out the clause. ‘ 
The motion to strike out was rejected. 


The next amendment of the Committee oy 
Finance was to insert the following as a ney 
section: 


| Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, in the office of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, the Spore. 
tary of the Interior shall be authorized to take nine clerks 
of class three, in charge of branches of service, and | 
them in class four; and in addition to those now allowed 
by law, the Postmaster General shall be authorized ; 
employ four clerks of class one; and the sum of $66 
hereby appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury 
otherwise appropriated, to pay sueh increased conc 
tion and the clerks thus authorized, inetuding arrears yow 
due to temporary clerks to the 30th of June, 1857. 


The amendment was adopted. 
The next amendment was to insert, as an addi- 


the 


th 


va 


lian 


enty, 


us 
t 
e 


|| tional section: 


Sec. 5. dnd he it further enacted, That the Secretar 
the Treasury be authorized to purchase for the | 
States the three stores at the Atlantic dock, at the por 
New York, now held by the United States under « 
for a term of years ; and the suim of $100,000, or so. 
thereof as may be required for the purpose, is hereb 
propriated, out of any money in the Treasury not ethery-e 
appropriated : Provided, That the title to said stores 
the grounds thereunto belonging, shal] be made to the | J 
sed in such manner as shall be satisfactory to the Pres 
ident. 


Mr. HUNTER. The rent which accrues on 
the unexpired lease is $102,000 — It is proposed 
to buy the fee-simple for $100,000. The diff 
ence hetween the rent we should have to pay, 
the sum required to purchase the fee-simple, wi'h 
six per centum interest, is $26,000, which is te 
real sum we are to pay for the property. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
mentsgreported by the Finance Committee are 
now disposed of, : 

Mr. HUNTER. I have one further amend- 
ment to offer from the Committee on Finance: 


And be it further enacted, That the commissioner under 
| the treaty with Great Britain, of Jume 5, 1854, shiall be 
allowed the sum of four dollars per diem for subsistence, 
the same to be paid out of the appropriation made on hu 
Istof August, 1856, for the prosecution of the work including 
pay of commissioner and ail other expenses, provided 1 te 


That sum has been estimated for; but owing to 
| the fact that no law has been passed allowing 't, 


| first arucle of the reciprocity treaty with Great Britain. 
} 
I} 
i 
| 


nth the wishes of the Secretary of | 


| 
| 
| 
Mr. V. G. Audubon, with the remark that 1 often happens i 


} 


although there has been an estimate, it has no! 
been allowed. It is already provided for in the 
estimate, and is covered by an appropriation; but 
there being no express law for it, it may be agalo 
| refused. p 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BROWN. | am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, to offer sever’ 
amendments to this bill, which | proceed now & 
do. The first is to come in afier the appropri 
tion for United States court-rooms in Utica, New 
| York: 
| For the alteration and improvement of the court-room ' 


the City Hail, in the city of Washington, in the District ” 
Columbia, the sum of $2,500. 


| ‘The amendment was agreed to. 
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—— 7 Wee ae s i 
Mr. BROWN. Mynextamendmentistocome || from Pennsylvania why it is that the mode of | kno 





in utter the appropriation for lighting Pennsyl- | 


yania avenue: 

Forerecting eighty lamp-posts and burners, and supplying 
@ same with gas for twelve months, in High and Bridge 
eets, in Georgetown, District of Columbia, the same to 
+» expended under the direction of the Mayor of said city, 
=. J OU. 

Mr. HUNTER. We have not been appropri- 
ating to light the streets in Georgetown. 

Mr. BROWN. I know you have not been, 
‘put it is high time you commenced. 

Mr. HUNTER. Ido not know but that the 


result will be to light all the streets in both cities. | 


I believe we have confined ourselves heretofore 
to Pt nnsylvania avenue, and the spaces around 
the Public Buildings. For one I am not willing 
to zo further. . 

Mr. BROWN. These streets in Georgetown 
are nothing but a continuation of Pennsylvania 
avenue. ‘lhe only difference is, that they run 
in a different city, separated from Washington 
by a creek. We have made no appropriation 
in Georgetown. 
nected with the Government as Washington. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BROWN. I propose the following amend- 
ment to come in after the appropriation for repairs 
of the Potomac and Navy-Yard bridges: 

And with a view to the construction of a new and sub- 
stantial bridge across the Potomac, the Secretary of the In- 
terior be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause drawings 
and estimates for the construction of an iron suspension 
bridge, also for a stone-arch bridge, to be prepared and sub- 
mitted to Congress at its next session ; and with a further 
view of enabling Congress to select the most eligible site 
for said bridge, the Secretary aforesaid is instructed to cause 


¢ 





I think they are as much con- | 
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| crossing rivers at Philadelphia and New York is 


preferable to the mode of crossing them at London 


| and Paris? Ido notexactly see the logic of the hon- 


orabie Senator’s position. The people of the cap- 
ital wantavenues on which they can pass across 
rivers without the necessity of transhipment. It 
is a great inconvenience, both to the people of 


| Philadelphia and those at New York, that they can 


have no bridges. I believe the time is not far 
distant when there will be a bridge over the rivers 


| at both places. We haveundertaken bridges here 


| on that principle—I have no doubt a principle 


wisely adopted—but we have built a bridge which 
is Inadequate, and an obstruction to navigation. 


Here is a proposition in the bill to continue that 


| bridge interminably, to the great obstruction of 


navigation—possibl y to the destruction of the 
port of Georgetown above—whiich is a consider- 
able port. 1 think it is quite time to begin (and 
I agree with the Committee on the District of 


| Columbia in that respect) to stop appropriations 


| Jones of Lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, P 


drawings and estimates to be prepared fur a bridge at or | 


near the site of the present Potomac bridge, another at or 
near the place known as the Three Sisters, and another at 
such intermediate point as may be Merned most eligible. 
The committee had not, and could not obtain 
such accurate and reliable information as would 
justify them in proposing the construction of a 


for the Long Bridge, and make our calculations 
for a suspension bridge, which will not obstruct 
navigation, but answer all the purposes. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 34, nays 7; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bell 


of Tennessee, Ben- 


| jamin, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, Brown, Cass, Clay, Collamer, 
Dodge, Fish, Foot, Geyer, Haie, Harlan, Houston, Hunter, 


arce, Prau, 
Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, Trumbull, 
Weller, Wilson, and Wrigiht—34. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Brodhead, Durkee, 
Thomson of New Jersey, Wade, and Yulee—7. 


So the amendment was adopted. 


Mr. BROWN. My next amendment is to in- 
sert, after the appropriation for the grounds south 


Iverson, 


'| of the President’s House: 


new bridge at any particular point. This amend- | 
ment is intended to procure that information. A | 


majority of the committee is opposed to the 
present Long Bridge, and to the construction of 


anew bridge at that point; but if, upon accurate || 


survey, that shall be found to be the most eli- 


givle place, (which we believe ourselves is not | 
going to turn out to be the case,) of course we | 


shall be compelled to give up our present notion. || 


If this amendment be adopted, the committee is 
willing to let the appropriation for ope go on, 
looking to the construction of a new 

after. If it fails, 1 am instructed to move to strike 
out so much as applies to the repair of the Long 
Bridge. 


Mr. BRODHEAD called for the yeas and nays | 


on the amendment; and they were ordered. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. This is the beginning of | 


an expenditure, | suppose, of half a million ora | 


million of money. It is well known that, when- 
ever the Government makes a commencement, we 
are committed to the work. Now, I am opposed 
to the Government making bridges over any of the 
streams around Washington. 


»ridge here- | 


For continuing the grading and filling up of the public 
grounds south of the Capitol, $20,000. 


I have a word to say in explanation of the 
amendment. I called on the Secretary of the In- 
terior in reference to this appropriation, and he 
stated that it was proper. He failed to estimate 
for it, because this grading was commenced 
by Congress, and he did not therefore feel called 


| upon, in the absefice of what he conceived proper 


authority, to send inanestimate. The grading 
has all been done on the north side of the Capi- 
tol, and it has been completed, and that of the 
south side has been going on, and the money has 
become exhausted. There is a deficiency in the 
fund of $60,000; and I am told by the Commis- 
sioner of Public Buildings that $20,000 can be 
used this year. 

Mr. HUNTER. Why did he not estimate 
for it ? 

Mr. BROWN. The Secretary of the Interior 
said he did not estimate for it, because it was a 
congressional work; but he said that it was a 


|} nom appropriation, and that the work ought to 


They ought to be | 


crossed—as the Hudson and Delaware are crossed | 


at New York and Philadelphia—by steam ferries. 
1 think we ought not to order ‘hese surveys, be- 


cause, When they are once ordered by Congress, | 


we know the work will go on, and a very expens- 
ive bridge will be made. 
called upon to expend large sums of money in 
the District of Columbia for the benefit of the peo- 

‘ehere. Persons who desire to reach the city of 


Weahinaten by crossing the Potomac should pay | 


forgoing over a steam ferry, as the people do at 
New York and Philadelphia. 


Mr. BROWN. The Senator is probably wrong | 


inthe amount of his estimate of the cost of the 
bridge; but Tsay, candidly, to the Senator, and 
to the Senate, that this is the commencement of 
& Substantial national bridge across the Potomac, 
or is so designed—one which shall be worthy of 
Uie nation, which shall be such a bridge as Gen- 


eral Jackson at one time recommended Congress 
to construct. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. Will it not obstruct navi- 
gation? 

Mr. BROWN. I hope it will be put in such a 

osition that it will not interfere with navigation. 

e Shall have an eye to that when we get all 
these plans and surveys in. 


Mr. SEWARD. desire to ask the Senator 


I do not think we are | 


| be 


one. He did not estimate, because the work 
was not put under his charge. 

Mr. HALE. It seems to me_this is a matter 
which should appropriately come from the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings. The chairman can 


‘| state, I think, thatit is one upon which the com- 


| 
| 


| 


} 
j 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 


mittee have acted, and would not recommend. 
Mr. BAYARD. I have felt some embarrass- 
ment, owing to the course which the chairman of 
the Conimittee on the District of Columbia has 
taken at this session. It is a matterabout which 
I care nothing; I want no struggle on the subject; 


| but most unquestionably, aecording to the prac- 


tice of the Senate, the honorable chairman of the 
Committee on the District of Columbia has 
assumed duties which do not belong to his com- 
mittee. ‘This is one instance. On the very sub- 
ject which the honorable Senator has now itro- 
duced, I have taken the vote of the Committee on 
Public Buildings, and they determined that it was 
unnecessary and improper to authorize any such 
expenditure until the plan for the enlargement of 
the Capitol groumds was fixed upon. I think the 
determined rightly. My own opinion agreed with 
them, that, until the pla was adopted, and we 
knew how the grounds were to be enlarged, to 
appropriate any money withoutan estimate from 
the Department at ali, merely on the estimate of 
the Commissioner. of Public Buildings, for the 
rading of the south grounds, would be improper. 
hat is the reason we determined against it. 


Mr. BROWN. There has always been, as we | come from 














w, some difficulty in definigg the precise 
| jurisdiction of the two committees acting in the 

District. If the Committee on Public Buildings 

and Grounds had the subject under considera- 

tion, item, | am willing, with 
of my associates on the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia, to withdraw the 
amendment. 1 certainly do not mean to trench 
on any privilege, or right 
any other committee. 


and rejected this 


the concurrence 


, or duty, belonging to 
This matter was sent to 
us throuch some of the othcers of the Govern- 
ment—I do not recollect how; but it was refer- 
red to us, and we took jurisdiction, because the 
matter was us. Il withdraw the amend- 
ment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It requires 
unanimous consent. If there be no objection, it 
will be regarded as withdrawn. The Chair hears 
no objection. 

Mr. BROWN. I have another amendment. 
I do not know but that my friend from Delaware 
will think it interferes with his committee lt is 
to insert, at S the Frank- 


betore 


r the clause for rebuildi 


lin engine-house: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and required to. cause a au fora new 
jail to be selected at or near the penitentiary in the eity of 
Washi: and that he to be prepared drawings 
and specifications for the said jail, to be submitted to Con- 
gress on or before the 10th day of December next, together 
wih ¢ Ost of building said jail. 


table site 





rion 


uumates of the « 


‘The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BROWN. I offer the following amend- 
ment, to come in after the approprimauo : for pay- 
ing laborers for shoveling snow from the walks 
around the public buildings: 

For grading, graveling, and completing the culvert across 
Tiber creek, on Indiana avenue, $6,000. 

This is to complete a work already commenced 
by Congress, which is left in an unfinished con- 
dition. It is according to estimate contained iv 
the report of the Commissioner of Public Build- 
ings. In the interview which | had with the See- 
retary of the Interior, he gave me the same in- 
formation in regard to this asthe Capitol grounds. 
tle thought it a work proper to be done, but it 
was. not cemmenced on his recommendation, or 
| in any way put under his control. 
| Mr. BAYARD. I 

amendment would appropriately 
Committee on Public Buildings. 


that this 
belong to the 
All I can say 
| is, we have had before us several items of appro- 
priation, which the Commissioner of Public Build- 
Ings was desirous ef having added to this bill by 
| the Senate; and this was notamong them. This 
is the first ime I have ever heard of any project 
| of this kind. If it came from the Commissioner 
of Public Buildings, certainly, in giving to me 
| alist of those amendments which he desired to 
have added to the bill, connected with the publie 
grounds, he ought to have given all. He did not 
give mi ‘Those which he did give me have 
ail been passed on by the committee, and the de- 
termination is, to adopt none of them. 

Mr. BROWN. I cannot yield to my friend 
from Delaware on this point; for if there is any- 
thing inside the District of Columbia thatis under 
the control of the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, it is the avenues. They are not pub- 
lic grounds in the ordinary acceptation of the 
term. This Capitol and the grounds on which it 
stands are within the jurisdiction of the Commit- 
tee on Public Buildings and Grounds. The Pres- 

| ident’s House, and the grouncs surrounding it, 
are ander the jurisdiction of the Committee on 

| Public Building» and Grounds; but unquestion- 
ably the avenues of the city are now, as they 
have always been, under the jurisdiction of the 
District Committee, and are not public grounds 
in any proper acceptation of the term. 

Mr. BAYARD. As I stated to the honorable 

| Senator before, | should be gratified if the Senate 

would please to determine what public works in 
| the District of Columbia come properly within 
| the appropriate duties of the Committee on the 
| District of Columbia, and what within the juris- 
| diction of the Committee on Public Buildings. 

All l can say is, that the appropriations for the 
| avenues at the two preceding sessions of Con- 
| gress, since I have been on the Committee on 
| Public Buildings, until the honorable Senator from 
| Mississippi became chairman of the Committee 
| on the District of Columbia, have invariably 
the Committee on Public Buildings, 


should suppose 


this. 
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aid have beep acted on by them exclusively. 
"he laws and government of the District of | 
Columbia have been considered to be more ap- | 
ropriate subjects for the District Committee. It 
1¢ inmmaterial to me; I have not a particle of 
feeling on the subject, except that I should like 
the duties of my committee defined. Certainly, 
according to the usage since I have been upon 
the Committee on Public Buildings, the honor- 
able Senator has trenched on those duties hith- 
erto intrusted to us. The avenues, and the pub- 
lic works in the District, have come hitherto 
under our supervision; and the Committee on the 
District of Columbia never interfered with them. 

Mr. BROWN. ‘This subject was, on the mo- 
tion of the Senator from Arkansas, |Mr. Sepas- 
TIAN, | referred to our committee, and the Senate 
instructed us to look into it. 

Mr. HALE. I desire to ask the Senator from 
Mississippi, whether this amendment is based 
on the recommendation of the Secretary of the 
[iterior, or of the Commissioner of Public 
nes? 

Mr. EROWN, I stated before, that the Comg 
missioner of Public Buildings estimates for it. 
When I ealled on the Secretary of the Interior, he 
said it was a proper work to be done, but he had 
not estimated for it, because the original appro- 

yriation, which commenced the work, was not on 
us recommendation; and he had made it a rule 
of his official conduct, when Congress commenced 
a work, to Jeave it under the control of Congress, 
and make no estimate in regard to it, unless it 
was carried on under his direction. For that 
reason he made no estimate, though he said he 
believed it was a work that ought to be done. 

Mr. HALE. [ do not know what the practice 
of Congress has been heretofore; but it seems to 
me we shal] get into difficulty by taking the esti- 
mates of the Commissioner of Public Buildings, 
if what the chairman of the Committee ou Public 

juildings and Grounds states be correct. I think 
we had better leave this work as we did the one | 
which we rejected, 

Mr, BROWN. I will not prolong the discus- 
sion. All | have to say is, that we have com- 
menced the work, and it is now in an-unfinished 
condition. ‘The simple question is, whether you 
will complete what you have commenced? 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BROWN. My next amendment is to come 





in after the appropriation for the Little Falls 


bridge: 

For the extinguishment of all right, title, and interest 
which may remain in the president, directors, and company 
of the Columbia turnpike road, under and by virtue of the 
act entitied * An act to incorporate a company tor making 
certain turnpike roads inthe District of Columbia,” ap- 


proved April 20, 1810, by purchase, not to exceed $5,000, or | 


otherwise, a8 may be just, according to Jaw, and for the 


necessary graduation, repair, culverts, and graveling of the | 


said road, trom the boundary of ‘the city of Washington to 
the outline of the District of Columbia, the sum of $15,000. 

For the proper opening, making culverts, and pianting 
trees on Maryland avenue, from Capitol square to the bound- 
ary of the city of Washington, where it connects with the 
road leading to Baltimore, the sum of $10,000. 


Mr. ADAMS. Congress purchased a bridge 


in this District some years ago from a private | 


company. When it was proposed to repair it, 
and the suggestion was made that those who were 
interested in that bridge should repair it, it was 
said Congress had purchased it, and it became the 
duty of Congress to keep it in repair. 
that the same argument will be used here. We 
not only build bridges and roads for the people 
here, but they insist that your constituents and 
mine shall be taxed to keep those roads in repair 
for them. | think it is just and proper that the 
people of the District should have a right to tax 
themselves to make their own roads and bridges, 
and keep them in repair; atallevents, when Con- 
gress purchases them for them. I shali vote 
against this proposition, 

Mr. BROWN. I move an amendment in obe- 
dience to the instructions of the committee. My 
friend from Maryland understands it better than 
I do, and can explain it. 

Mr. PRATT. Ali the roads now leading to 


the capital of the nation with this exception are 


free. ‘This was originally the turnpike road lead- | 
ing from Washington to the city of Baltimore. | 


The proposition is to make that part of the turn- 
pike, tying within the jurisdiction of this Govern- 
ment free, so that the people of every section of the 
country, 80 far as we have jurisdiction over the 


juild- | 


I take it | 


} 
\} 
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public highways of the District, shall travel over 
them free of expense. Now, if any citizen of the 


United States has to go on this road, he must pay | 


a toll within about a quarter of a mile of the cap- 
ital; and three miles before he gets out of the 
District of Columbia he is stopped by a toll-gate, 


and cannot go any further without paying toll. | 


We think that access to the capital, in that direc- 
tion as all others, should be free of toll. I hope 
the amendment will be adopted. I think it rather 
a disgrace to a great Government like ours that 
eople, coming from every section of the country, 
should be stopped in their approach to the capital 
by a toll-gate. 

Mr. BIGGS. I will ask the Senator from 
Maryland whether, after this provision be made, 


persons will not have to pay toll on this road | 


when they get beyond the District line ? 

Mr. PRATT. “The District of Columbia ex- 
tends down to the great dueling ground, and you 
have to pay a toll now to getthere. [Laughter.] 
This proposition will enable gentlemen to travel 
there without paying toll, 
beyond Bladensburg, and out of our jurisdiction. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is this the road 
from Bladensburg to Washington? [** Yes.’’] 
lt was very free in 1314. (Laughter.] It ought 
to be free now. 

Mr. ADAMS. I want to call attention to the 
sugeestion of the Senator from Maryland that all 
the other roads leading from the District of Co- 
lumbia are free but this. Now, I believe ever 
man who travels on the railroad between Balt- 
more and Washington has to pay fifty cents to 
the State of Maryland for traveling on that road. 
If we are about to purchase a free passage for 
every person who may think proper to come here, 


| think we should purchase from the State of || 


Maryland the privilege of allowing persons to 
pass on that railroad free. There is certainly a 
much wider and more extended interest in that 


than in this road; but I do not wish to delay the | 


Senate. 
The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. BROWN. In line four hundred and thirty- | 
and insert 


nine, I move to strike out ** three’”’ 
‘* six;’’ so that it will read: 
For support, care, and medical treatment, of transient 


paupers, medical and surgical patients in Washington infirm- 
ary, $5,000. 


That item is estimated at $6,000, and the Sec- 


retary of the Interior says: ‘* The Committee of 


Ways and Means have reduced this item to | 


$3,000. Itis very desirable, however, that the 
entire amount asked should be provided,’ for 
reasons which are set forth in his letter, which I 
will not trouble the Senate by reading. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BROWN. 


move to insert the following: 
For inclosing with an iron railing, and improving the 


triangular spaces on Pennsylvania avenue between Eigh- | 

teenth and Nineteeuth streets, and the space on the south || 
e . . | 

side of Pennsylvania avenue, between Twentieth and 


Twenty-first streets, $16,229 01. 
The Secretary of the Interior says: 


“ Appropriations having been made tor several years 
past for improvements of this character, it was supposed to 
be the design of Congress to continue them from year to 
year until completed, and estimates were submitted accord- 
ingly, for what it was thought could be profitably expended 
for the present season. 


Means. Should they yet be granted, the money will, it is 
believed, be usefully applied.” 

I have only to say, in reference to this item, 
that this again is one of the improvements of 
Congress. The Secretary of the Interior was 


instructed, so far as the appropriations had here- | 


tofore been made, to have the work done; and 
he propuses now, in pursuance of what he sup- 
poses to be the plan of Congress, to go on and 
improve these triangular reservations. If Con- 
gress think proper to abandon the policy, they 
may do it, as they commencedait, without con- 
sultation with the Seeretary. 

Mr. 
before the Committee on Pu 
supposed it was within their province, and they 
determined that it was unwise to propose an 
amendment of this character -at the present ses- 
sion, and d to leave the question whether it 
was requisite to be considered hereafter. We 


The next toll-gate is | 


After the appropriation for 
' trees and tree-boxes, for the public grounds, I 


The items, however, have not | 
received the approval of the Committee of Ways and 


BAYARD. This ae item was || 
slic Buildings. They | 


| appropriation bill as the work is not necessar t 
| be done now. I have difficulty about the se P 
committee; but that was the determination ae 
Committee on Public Buildings, supposing : 
cording to the former usage, that it belonged 
them. - 
The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. BROWN. I am further instructed by the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, to offer 
the following amendment, to come in at the tnd 
of the first section: 


For the total cost of a new basin to the Chesapeake a 
Ohio Canal at its terminus in Georgetown, the sum 
$31,659 10 is hereby appropriated : Provided, That the said 
work shall be done according to the planand estimates ah 
mitted in the report of Lieutenant B. S. Alexander, to the 
Secretary of War, dated the 13th day of February. 1855 
and the estimates in the report of Captain H. G. Wright’ 
acting chief engineer, from the War Department, dated thy 
3d day of July, 1855; and the said appropriation shal be 
expended under the direction of the Secretary of War, _ 


The question being taken, by the sound of the 
voices it appeared that the amendment was ye. 
jected. 

Mr. PRATT called for the yeasand nays; and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. PRATT. I hardly suppose that amend. 
ment could have been understood by the Senate 
or they would not have voted against the propo- 
sition. Some two or three years ago we appro- 
priated $5,000, if I recollect aright, to enable the 
Secretary of War to have surveys and estimated 
made for the necessary amount to complete this 
basin at the terminus of the Chesapeake and Ohio 
canal, at Rock Creek, in Georgetown. Tam very 

| sorry to be obliged to bring to the attention of the 
| Senate the reasons, or some of them, which jp- 
'duce me to think that if they will reflect for a 
moment, they will all vote for this amendment. 
Many years ago this great work, perhaps the 
greatest in the world of its character—the Ches- 
apeake and Ohio canal—was chartered by this 
Government, in conjunction with the States of 
| Maryland and Virginia. The appropriation was 


| made by each of these Governments and by the 


District cities, for an amount supposed to be suf- 
ficient to complete the work. After Maryland, 
| by the inducement of the Federal Government, 
had embarked in this enterprise, and after the 
nioney was expended which had been appropri- 
ated by the three Governments, it was found to 
be entirely inadequate to complete the work. It 
_ being constructed on this side of the Potomac, 
' within the jurisdiction of the State of Maryland, 
the onus from that time has fallen on Maryland 
to complete the work, which has been done at 
her exclusive expense to Cumberland, at the cost 


| of some ten or fifteen millions of dollars on her 


part. This amount has been expended by her 
| alone, upon a work which was entered into 
originally conjointly with the Federal Govern- 
ment, and which she was induced to go into by 
| the Federal Government having granted a char- 
ter, and having subscribed for a portion of the 
cost. She was left to complete it alone; and now 
all she asks is that the Federal Government, 
within its own jurisdiction, will complete what 
Maryland cannot do, and has no jurisdiction 
over—make a complete basin for that canal which 
| has cost Maryland $10,000,000. © This is a prop- 
osition, it seems to me, too plain to be denied by 
any one who will submit to reason on the sub- 
|| ject. 
; Mr. BIGGS. I desire to vote understandingly 
on this amendment. If I can have the ear of the 
| Senator from Maryland I desire to make an in- 
'quiry, whether or not this canal belongs to a 
chartered company, and whether this is an ap- 
ropriation which, if made, will inure to the 
benefit of a chartered company? 

Mr. PRATT. The object is to benefit the 
commerce of the District of Columbia. It Is 
now found, after the products are brought down 
| from Alleghany, and after the coal, which it was 
| originally designed to bring here for the use of tle 
| Government and the use of the public is brought 
| here, there is no basin to receive it. This being 
within the exclusive jurisdiction of the Federal 
Government, inasmuch as we were induced to g0 
_into the enterprise originally by her example, 
| Maryland asks the Federal Government to make 
| a basin for the reception of that trade which has 
| been brought into existence by her money. 

Mr. HALE. I see these estimates are very 


thought it unwise and improper to attach it toan || close; but I want'to ask the Senator if he does 
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ot think this basin could be done for $31,600 || for it. Ido not know why we should increase || destroyed by the fire in Philadelphia on the Lith of Apri 


~etead of $31,659 01. [Laughter. } 
” Mr. PRATT. 


,o neers. 

M Mr. PEARCE. There is really another rea- 
can for the appropriation of this sum by Con- 
woes, This basin will be of great value to the 
District of Columbia as well as to the canal com- 
any. The State of Maryland, it may be sup- 
‘eed, ought to do it as the most heavy proprie- 
tor: but there is a practical difficulty in the way 
f Maryland undertaking it. A few years ago 


we adopted a constitution preventing the State | 
from conducting any work of this kind, so that | 


it cannot be done at all unless by this Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. PRATT. 
inquiry which the honorable Senator from North 
Carolina made, and | will state that after this 
yast expenditure of money, the stock is not 
worth one farthing; it does not sell for one cent 
inthe market; and the work is now conducted 
wholly through the instrumentality of the Mary- 


jand Legislature, for the purpose of receiving | 

back the interest upon the money which she has | 

loaned to the company for the completion of the | 
. 


canal, # 

Mr. BIGGS. Then, I understand, the present 
canal is owned by the General Government as a 
stockholder with the State of Maryland 

Mr. PRATT. And Virginia. They are stock- 
holders, but the stock is not worth a farthing. 

Mr. BIGGS. Then it is proposed, on the part 





That is the estimate of the | 


IT seé now the object of the | 


of the United States, to make this improvement, | 


because they have not contributed their fair pro- || 


portion ? re ; 
Mr. PRATT. And because it is essential for 


the commerce of the District over which they have | 


exclusive jurisdiction, 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 16, nays 23; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bigler, Bright, Brown, Cass, Dodge, 
Douglas, Foot, Geyer, Hale, Jones of Lowa, Pearce, Pratt, 
Pugh, Seward, Stuart, and Wright—16. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bell of New Hampshire, 


Bell of Tennessee, Benjamin, Biggs, Brodbead, Clay, Col- 
lamer, Fish, Harlan, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, James, 
Jones of ‘Tennessee, Mallory, Reid, Slidell, Thompson of 
Kentucky, Wade, Wilson, and Yulee—23. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BROWN. 
and whether I offer it or not will depend on the 
answer I shall get from the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings. 
proposes proceedings for the purpose of condemn- 
ing property in the vicinity of the Capitol for the 
extension of the grounds. The question I pro- 
pound to the chairman of the Committee on Public 
Buildings is, whether his committee have juris- 
diction ? 

Mr. BAYARD. I think it had better not be 
attached to an appropriation bill. There is no 
necessity for its immediate passage, and it cer- 
tainly is general legislation, it seems to me. 


The amendment | 


I have one other amendment, | 


Mr. BAYARD. There are objections also to | 


\| through. 


it 


“Mr. BROWN.. I have two or three amend- 


ments to this bill on my own account, but I sup- || 


pose itis hardly regular to offer them until the 
committees get through. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Amendments 
from committees will be first received. 

Mr. STUART. 
ments from the Committee on Public Lands. The 
first is this: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That in the settlement | 


of the accounts of the registers and receivers of the public 
land offices, the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is 


hereby authorized to allow, subject to the approval of Con- | 
gress, such reasonable compensation for additional clerical | 


~ervices and extraordinary expenses incident to said offices, 
as he shall think just and proper, and report to Congress all 
such cases of allowance at each succeeding session, with 
estunates of the sum or sums required to pay the same. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. STUART. I have one other amendment: 


“And be it further enacted, That from and after the 30th 
of June, 1856, the compensation of the surv*yor general 


of the Territory of Utah shall be $4,000 per annum, in lieu | 


of the sum now authorized by law ; and the sum of $1,000 
n addition to that elsewhere provided for the salary of sai 

surveyor general, is hereby appropriated out of any money 
a Treasury not otherwise appropriated for that pur- 


I have a couple of amend- | 


|| Mr. HUNTER. 
Mr. BROWN. Very well, I will not offer it. | 


|| the salary of the surveyor general of Utah. 
Mr. STUART. This is reported by the in- 

struction of the Committee on Public Lands 

unanimously; aad I have in my hand a very short 


| statement of the prices in that country, which, | 


I think, will show ample reason for it. Flour is 


eight dollars per hundred pounds; corn meal, two | 


dollars a bushel; pork, from twenty-five dollars 
to thirty dollars a barrel; bacon, forty dollars a 
hundred; beef, from twelve dollars to eighteen 
dollars a hundred pounds; firewood, fifteen dol- 
lars acord; and coffee and tea, forty cents a pound. 
The prices there are the highest in the t 


| likely to remain so. I think there is no case in 
the whole history of the Government that pre- 
| sents so strong a claim as this. 

Mr. HUNTER. Would not the same reason 
require us to raise the salaries of the Governor 
and all? 

Mr. STUART. No, sir. 

Mr. HUNTER. He gets more than the Gov- 
ernor now. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. PEARCE. 


I am instructed by the Com- 


The first is to insert, after the appropriation for 
the Ingraham medal: 

To enable the Librarian of Congress to subscribe for, and 
purchase, one thousand copies of the works of General 
| Nathaniel Greene, to be published by his grandson, George 
W. Greene, in an edition of not exceeding six volumes, 
$15,000, or so much thereofas may be necessary: Provided, 
The cost of the same shall not exced $2 50 per volume. 

It will be recollected by many members of the 

Senate, that this amendment was offered the last 
> 

| night of the Jast session, and its passage then 


mittee on the Library to offer two amendments. | 


Tnited | 


States, and have been so all the time, and are | 


was prevented by an objection interposed by the | 
Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Toomns,] who sup- | 
posegthis gentleman had no authority to publish 


the ‘papers of his grandfather, General Greene. 
Since then, that Senator has been satisfied that 
Mr. George W. Greene has the full authority of 


| all the heirs, and is in full possession of all the | 


papers. Their value cannot be questioned, as 
General Greene was the commander of the Army 
of the South in the Revolution, and the second 
man to Washington, undoubtedly, in our military 
service. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I should like to move an 
amendment to include an appropriation for Doctor 
Kane’s report. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is an 


amendment pending. 


sion, I can assure gentlemen, for I never can agree 
to go into these outside reports. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
| is - the amendment of the Senator from Mary- 
land. 


I appeal to my friend from 
Maryland not to offer amendments for the publi- 
cation of books. We are very anxious to get 


Mr. PEARCE. I do not suppose there will 
be any debate on this proposition. I shall not 
debate it myself. 

Mr. HUNTER. I am afraid others will. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I shall waive my proposi- 
tion if there is objection to it. 

Mr. JAMES. I really hope this amendment 
will pass. Is there a Senator on this floor who 


General Greene, of Rhode Island ? {: there a 
southern Senator who will not vote in the affirm- 
ative on this question? I hope not, sir. 

Mr. CASS. I have but one word to gay about 
|| General Greene. 
|| the Senate—it is a well known fact, that Wash- 
\| ington designated Greene as his successor in any 
action to be done, which shows the estimation he 
| 
| 


| had of Greene’s eharacter as the savior of the 
South. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 
concluded not to continue the book-purchasing 
'| business. 

‘| ‘The amendment was agreed to; there being, 
on a division—ayes 21, noes 16. 
|| Mr. PEARCE. 





I have another amendment 


Mr. DOUGLAS. ButI propose to amend that. | 


Mr. BAYARD. That will give rise to discus- || right. 


It is within the recollection of 


I thought the Senate had | 


last, the sum of $10,494 46. 


I suppose no man will think I have violated 
my pledge not to ask more money for the con- 
tinuance of the works of this expedition. It has 
so happened that a number of the volumes which 
were printed, and some of which were bound, and 
all of which were in the hands of the printer, were 
destroyed in the great fire in Philadelphia afew 
months ago. If wedo not pass this appropria- 
tion, it will be impossible for us to send out to 
foreign Governments, to whom we have made 
presents of these books, the volumes of a certain 
class of works which are necessary to make the 
series perfect, and a large part of the labor which 


| has been expended by scientific men in preparing 


these works will be utterly lost. This is no vie- 
lation of my pledge; and as it is a small appro- 
priation, intended only to perfect that work which 
is, after all that has been said about it, very hon- 
orable to the science of the country, | hope it will 
be allowed. 

Mr. HUNTER. Iunderstand this is necessary 
to give value to the work that has been done. 

Mr. HALE. I think we had better not do it, 
because foreign Governments that have got a few 
volumes will be left in the dark as to what the 
thing would be if finished. Great room will be 
left for conjecture of a great work, and if we 
leave it imperfect, they will never see it. 

The amendment was agreed to; there being, on 
a division—ayes 18, noes 14. 


Mr. MALLORY. [| offer the following amend- 


' ment from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
| come in after the provision for payment of the 


codifiers of the laws of the District of Columbia: 


That the officers of the late surveying and exploring 
expedition to the China seas and Behring’s straits, whe, 
under the orders of the Secretary of the Navy, performed 
the duties of grades higher than their own resp®@ctively, 
shall be entitled to receive, in lieu of thé pay of their own 
grades, the pay of the grades whose duties they performed 
respectively, for, and during the time they performed the 
same; and that the same be paid out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


The Senate, the day before yesterday, having 
voted down an amendment which I then pro- 


| posed to the naval appropriation bill, | have al- 


tered it in compliance with the views of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance and other 
gentlemen who opposed it. This appropriation 
i® recommended by the Secretary of the Navy, 
whose letter I send to the table. It is to give ta 
these officers the pay of their actual duties per- 
formed under the orders of the Secretary of the 
Navy. 

Mr. HUNTER. I believe this amendment is 
Itis only to give them the pay of the 
grade in which they served. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MALLORY. I have another amendment 
which is from the Committee on Public Lands, 
to come in after the appropriation for surveys of 
the Keys off the coast of Florida: 

That the public lands, heretofore reserved for military 
purposes, in the State of Florida, which said lands, in the 
opinion of the Secretary of War, are no longer useful or 
desired for such purposes, or so much thereof as said See- 
retary may designate, shall be, and are hereby, placed under 
the control of the General Land Office, to be disposed of 
and sold in the same manner, and under the same regula 
tions as other public lands of the United States: Provided, 
That said lands shall not be so placed under the controt of 


|| said General Land Office, until said opinion of the Secre- 


tary of War, giving his consent, communicated to the Sec- 


| retary of the Interior in writing, shall be filed and recorded. 


does not well know the history and character of || 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. HUNTER. I ask if the Secretary of 
War has nct authority now? Cannot he sell 
lands reserved for military sites? 

Mr. MALLORY. He has not the power. 
The act on this subject has been construed as 
retrospective, to include sites reserved up to the 
time when the act passed, and not to sell any 
others. This simply allows the Secretary of 
War to dispense with certain reservations, of no 
use to the Boveibaatinas and throw them into the 
public lands generally. 

Mr. CASS. I think the honorable Senator 
from Florida is mistaken. There was one law 
which made provision for the sale of military 
lands up to its passage. It was remedied a few 


| years ago by providing for its future operation 


on all lands held by the Government, and not 
necessary for military reservations. 


yee 


‘ Mr. HUNTER. There is no recommendation | 
‘rom the Department of the Interior for that in- i 
‘rease of salary, nor do I see any good reason || 


Mr. MALLORY. The honorable Senator from 
Michigan is mistaken. There is no power im 
' the Government now, that I have been able to 


after the one just adopted: 


from the Committee on the Library, to come in | 
For replacing the works of the exploring expedition | 
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Aa 
ta 
4 
p 


ie 


et ed 





Oma lp ibaa 


41 


= 


Peete kN ae 


ee 2 


a eee a 


a 


ee 


2118 


discover, to surrender these lands, held by the | 
War Department as reservations, in the State of 

Morida, to the publie land fund. This amendment 
simply \ is the War De- 
partir nit dor s not want for public purposes—the 
State of Florida is shingled over with them—and 
turns them over as public lands to the Department 
of the Interior. All the interests of the Govern- 
ment are entirely saved. 

Mr. YULEE. [ think the nature of this amend- 
ment is not understood; and, if the honorable 
Senator frora Michigan will give me his attention 
fora moment, | can perhaps put it in a different 
hight from thatin which it has struck him. During 
the pendency of the Seminole hostilitiesin Florida, 
temporary posts were established through the 
hostile district, and the commanding officers, in 
order to keep off whisky sellers and persons who 
were disposed to traffic with the soldiers, and 
maintain perfect discipline, procured from the | 
President a suspension from sale of large tracts 
of country, in some instances twenty-four miles | 
in extent, embracing several townships of land. 
They were merely temporary and floating posts, 
which are not now maintained, and were never 
intended to be, but were simply oceupied for tem- 
porary purposes. The sales of those lands were 
suspended during the military occupation. Since 
then, the Department of War have given notice 
to the Secretary of the Interior that they have no 
further occasion for them, and have done all they 
can to release their hold on them. The construc- 
tion which is given to the existing legislauon by 
the Interior Department, prevents their being 
brought into market as part of the public domain, 
under the general laws applicable in those cases, 
until this proposed legislation shall have taken 
place. 

Mr. CASS. I do not know but that it is so. 
The provision of the law is, that sites reserved for | 
military purposes, and not needed for them in the 
opinion of the Secretary of War, may be sold. 
There is a second law on the subject, | think, in 
arecent appropriation bill. I know that land | 
reserved at Detroit was sold by the authority of 
the War Department a few years ago. 

Mr. YULEE. That is not the case here. In 
that ease, the aale would be in accordance with 
the general system of the sale of public lands. It 
would not derange titles. 

Mr. MALLORY. TheCommittee on Public” 
Lands have examined this whole question. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. This is a renewal of a 
proposition which has been presented to us before 
at this session. 

Mr. MALLORY. No, sir. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. It is in fact the same thing. 
It involves this proposition, that land which has 
been once reserved for the use of the Government 
may, at the discretion of an executive officer, be 
brought into the mass of public lands for sale or 
entry. When we had this subject up before, it 
appeared to be the universal impression that, | 
wheu land had been once appropriated for Gov- 
ernment purposes, and was no longer required for | 
those purposes, a report ought to be made to | 
Coagress, and Jet Congress determine whether | 
they want these lands on a reserve. 

Mr. YULEE. Allow me. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The Senator from Florida 
willexéuse me foramoment. I understand per- | 
fectiy well this proposition has reference to the | 
reservations in Florida. 

Mr. YULEE. I wish to correct the Senator in 
the facts. | was going to say, the Department 
has done precisely what the Senator suggested, 
They have asked that this authority should be | 
given; and the amendment is to apply to Florida | 
particularly—a special class of cases. 

Mr. BENJAMIN, ILask to have it read again. 

Mr. HUNTER. I suggest that this is legisla- | 
tion, and ought not to be added to an appropria- 
tion bill. Certainly it ought to be provided for 
ina separate bill. [tis an important matter. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 will hear the amendment | 
again, 

The amendment was read. 

Mr. STUART. Ic seems to me no Senator 
will object to this proposition when it is under- | 
stood. Very large amounts of land in the State | 
of Florida were withdrawn from sale, and put 
under the control of the War Departmentas mil- | 
itary reservations. They have not been needed 
for that purpose for years. The effect of this 


tales such reservations 
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amendment is simply to transfer them to the con- |) indorsed thereon as due by said commissioners, 


trof of the Interior Department, with the consent | 
of the Secretary of War first had and obtained. 
If they are transferred there, according fo the | 
amendment, it will be obligatory on the Depart- | 
ment to put them up at public auction, like all | 
other unoffered public lands, in the first place, and | 
after that they will be subject to private entry. || 
It simply provides that such lands in the State of | 
Florida as the Secretary of War does not want, 
and shall certify his opinion that he does not need, | 
shall be placed, where they ought to be, under | 
the control of the Interior Department, and sub- 
ject to the general land laws of the country. | 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I shall make no further 
objection to tlt passage of this amendment, be- 
cause both the Senators from Florida seem to be | 
satisfied with it; but] do not yield to the argument 
that, because the Secretary of War may not re- 
quire the further service of land which has been 
reserved for military purposes, therefore at his 
discretion it is to be returned to the public domain | 
for sale. It may be wanted by some other De- 
partment for some other public service; and for 


thatreason Lhave always msisted that, when land |} 


once reserved for public purposes was to be re- | 
turned to the public domain for disposition, that 


fact should be made known by a communication |} 


to Congress, in order that the Representatives and 
Senators of those States where the lands lie should 
have an opportunity of saying whether they were 
wanted for other public purposes or ought to be 
sold now. Both the Senators from Florida are 





satisfied that all the military reservations in their || 
State are not required for public purposes, and, || 


therefore, ought to be sold. I have no objection, 
then, to the amendment, as it is confined to that 
one State. 

Mr. YULEE. 
illustration, in order that the Senate may under- 
stand the matter distinctly. al 

Several Senators. We understand it. 

Mr. YULEE. I am willing to yield, if the 
amendment is understood. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. I wish to move to | 
amend the amendment by inserting ‘*lowa”’ 
after ** Florida.’? There isa large quantity of 
land — four townships — opposite to Prairié du | 
Chien, reserved for the use of Fort Crawford, | 
when Wisconsin was a Territory. ‘This land is | 
cut off from the State of Wisconsin entirely, and 
isof no use for the fort. The Secretary of War | 
wants it to be sold. . 

Mr. STUART. Having examined this ques- | 
tion, | hope that will not be done. There is a | 
different state of circumstances altogether in 
lowa. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I will not offer it, un- 
less the Senator from Florida agrees to it. 
Mr. MALLORY. I hope it will not be offered. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa.. 1 withdraw it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [really think this is a matter 
of legislation which ought not to be attached to 
aut eee bill. Ido not say it is not le- 
gitimate, but I say this matter is not properly 
apprehended by Congress; and there is such a | 
diversity of opinion on the subject that it ought 
to be fairly discussed and fully understood. -It 
is sprung on us now, and we are unprepared to 
acton it. I think it can lie over for another ses- 
sion without detriment. The winter will inter- 
vene, and but very few settlers will go there. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WELLER. 
amendment as an additional section. It comes 
from the Cémmittee on Military Affairs: 


Ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War is 
hereby authorized and directed to pay to the holders of the 
war bonds of California the amount of money appropriated 
by an act of Congress, approved August 5, 1854, in payment 
ot * expenses incurred, and now actually paid, by the State 
of Calitornia in the suppression of Indian hostilities within 
the said State, prior to the Ist day of January, A. D. 1854,” 
to wit: the sum of $924,259 65, under the following restric- 
tions and regulations : - $ 

Any and ail of said bonds, prior to their redemption by 
the Secretary of War, shall be presented by the holders 
thereof to the commissioners appointed by the State of 
California, under an act of the Legislature of said State, 
entitled “ An act concerning the war debt of this State, and 
providing for the redemption thereof,” approved April 19, 
1856, who shall compute the amount due upon each bond 
on the 20th day of December, 1853, and indorse thereon the 
amount so found by them to be due; they shall also certify, 
by their indorsement on each bond, its genuineness. 

Upon presentation to the Secretary of War of any bond 
o: bonds thus indorsed, it shall be his duty to draw his war- 
rant, in favor of the holder or holders thereof, for the amount | 








I desire to offer the following 


| the House, and is now pending there. 
|| to me that this is enoughefor us to do for these 
| claimants. ‘They have no right to be put on a 


I will state a single case as an || 


August 14, 


Secretary of the Treasury, who is hereby directed te 
the same: Provided, That said payments shai! not, my 
aggregate, exceed the amount of money appropriate — 
act of Congress, approved August 5, 1X4. : ae 
Said bonds, after the payments as above set fo 
have been made, shall be returned by the Seerctary oy W 
to said Commissioners, who shall receipt to bin for io 
same. _ : 


Mr. HUNTER. This is the same provision 
which was passed the other day as a private bill 
Alll want is, that there shall be a vote on it, If 
we are to put such a matter as this on an appro. 

| priation bill, we shall have a great deal of legis. 
lotion before we adjourn. It has had its chance 
It has passed here asa separate bill, and gone to 


rth shai 


: to 
It seems 


| general appropriation bill. 
Mr. WELLER. I suppose the Senate are 
already acquainted with the facts connected with 
| this case. This bill was passed by the Senate 
| about two weeks ago, and has been laid on the 
| table in the House of Representatives for want 
| of information on the subject. I have seen some 
members since it was laid on the table, who voted 
| under#a total misapprehension of what # pro. 
| posed. They supposed it was a reappropriation 
'or an additional appropriation from the Federal 
Treasury. There certainly could be no objection 
| to provide the proper means of getting out of the 
| Treasury that which has already been appropri- 
| ated, and has been lying in the Federal Treasury 
| sinee 1854. _It requires two thirds to get up that 
bill again. I am satisfied that a majority of the 
| House are in favor of it. 1 desire to putit on 
| this bill in order that it may be within the power 
_of that majority to act on it. 
Mr. PUGH. Isit a bill to paya private claim 
| or the State of California ? 
Mr. WELLER. The State of California, of 
| course. 
Mr. HUNTER. Creditors of the State of Cal. 
| ifornia. 
| Mr.PUGH. Under an arrangement between 
| the creditors and the State? 
Mr, WELLER. Yes, sir. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do not think 
my friend from Virginia can make his case good. 
| This cannot be brought under the head of private 
‘claims. It is for carrying out an act of Congress; 
and he admitted some weeksago that, if an amend- 


|| ment was to execute an act of Congress, it was 


| not a private claim. The money ‘was appropri- 
ated years ago, and this provision is but to exe- 
/cute the contract and carry out the law of Con- 
gress. It cannot be made out to be a privats 
| claim. 

Mr. HUNTER. I did not raise a question of 
order, that this was a private claim. I do not 
| think it comes under that head, but it is to ap- 
oropriate money for the claimants of California— 
individuals who are claimants; and it ought to be 
a matter of separate legislation, and not put on 
an appropriation bill. Therefore, I said 1 should 
like to have a distinct vote of the Senate, that we 
may know whether this kind of legislation shall 
be placed on the bill or not. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. The Congress of the Uni- 
ted States appropriated the money fo pay the 
California war debt, and directed its payment to 
the State of California on votichers,. Those who 
advanced the money for the war debt have the 
bonds. They were unwilling that the moncy 
should go over to California to be there distrib- 
uted, but wanted it in the Treasury. Thi Stale 
of California has agreed to that, and has sent 
commissioners here to collect the bonds, so that 
the bondholders may get their money directly 
from our Treasury here. Thisamendment merely 
provided authority to the Secretary of War 0 
pay to the bondholders, on the indorsement of 
the California commissioners, the appropristioa 
already made. The bonds issued by the State 
of California are bearing interest; and it will be 
a heavy loss to that State if these obligatiotis of 
hers continue to run on, bearing interest, when 
the money is lying idle in the Treasury here to 
pay the debt, The object is to cut off the interest 
which the State of California is now obliged to 
pay. I cannot see an imaginable objection to the 
amendment as it now stands. : 

Mr. SEWARD. Iam inclined to think this 
| amendment ought to be adopted; but I am quite 
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not get through with this bill this eve ning. | 


fore move that the Senate adjourn. 
HUNTER. I hope the Senator will with- 

the motion. I think we can get through, 
PRESIDEN ly pro tempore. 

oe from New York withdraw his motion? 

Mr. SEWARD. If we can get the question 
his amel ndment [ will. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

M . SEWARD obtained the floor. 

WELLER. I have an amendment from 

na committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr SEWARD. I have been waiting all the 


Does the Sen- 


noon to offer the amendment from the Com- | 


eon Commerce. I move that the Senate 


urn. 
_ HUNTER. 
WELLER. 
on the motion. 1 fear that some of these bills will 
lost if we adjourn now. 
The question be ing taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted —yeas 24, nays 19; as ‘follows: 


I hope not. 


VI E ‘AS—Me ssrs. Bayard, Bell of New Hampshire, Bell of | 


yessee, Brown, Butler, Clay, Collamer, 
Hale, Harlan, Houston, Iverson, 
Pratt. Sebastian, Seward, 
son, and Wright—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Benjamin, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, 
Rrodhead, Cass, Douglas, Fish, Geyer, Hunter, Jones of 
lowa, Mason, Pugh, Reid, Slidell, Toombs, Weller, and 
Yulee—19. 


Dodge, Durkee, 
James, Mallory, 
Stuart, Trumbull, Wade, Wil- 


Foot 


not understand it well enough, and I | 
I think we | 
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Mr. PENNING’ TON. 
tion. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. 


order of business. 


LEGISLATIVE, 


l object to it to its recep- | 


I then call for the regular 


ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House then proceeded to consider the 
report of the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, upon the amendments of the 
Senate to the legislative, executive, and judicial 


| appropriation bill, upon which the main question 


had been ordered, and upon which Mr. Camp- 


| BELL, of Ohio, was entitled to the floor to close 


debate. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
will not detain the House many minutes of the 
hour to which I am entitled. The short time we 
have left for the transaction of the important 
business before us, makes it necessary that the 


I call for the yeas and nays || House should act as — dily as possible = 


| the issues which are presente d to us in connec- 


| of books. 


| will 
| first is a provision by which the House has voted 


tion with this bill. 

There are three amendments which have at- 
tracted the attention of the House, and which 
attract the attention of the country. The 


to the new members $182,000 for the 


But, 


purchase 
sir, notw ithste anding i feeling 


|| which members have manifested, and which has 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate |! 


ourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, August 14, 1856. 


The House met at eleven o’clock,a.m. Prayer 
y the Chaplain, Rev. Dante, Watopo. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The SPEAKER 
munication from the Post Office Department, in 
answer to a resolution of the House of the 9th 


stant,in reference tothe unlawful abstraction and || 


detention of valuable books for public distribution, 


sent through the mails from Washington, stating | 


that special instructions had been given to the 
proper agents of the Government to investigate 
: matter, and that no pains would be spared to 
detect and bring to exposure and punishment the 
offending parties; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 
POST ROUTE BILL. 


Mr. MACE. I wish the consent of the House 
to report from the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads the post route bill, with a view 
of putting it on its passage. It is important that 
the bill should be passed ‘and go to the Senate to- 
day. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. 
been printed ? 

Mr. MACE. It has not. It has not been the 
practice of Congress to print it. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. I desire to have the 
opportunity toe xamine the bill before it is passed, 

11 therefore object t@its introduction. 

Me. BENSON. I ask the gentleman from 
New Jerse *y to listen toa single statement. At 
the last Congress the post route bill was laid on 
the table, #&d every member asked to examine it 
so far as his own district or State was concerned. 
[think that has always been the practice, and 

hot to print the bill, T hops. the gentleman from 
New Jersey will not object. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Some days since the chair- 
man of the Committee on the Post Office 
Post Roads gave notice to the House that the bill 
was prepared, and asked members to examine it 
at the committee room of that committee. The 
notice has been ample to give every member an 
Opportunity of examining it. I hope the objec- 
tion will be withdrawn. 

_ Mr. PENNINGTON. I have heard no such 
formation whatever communicated, 


I ask if that bill has 


laid before the House a com- | 


| of members 
| those promises in reference to the affairs 
| Territory. 
| of the gentleman from New Jersey, {Mr. 


| ready to propose any 


and | 


Mr. HOUSTON. The notice was given by 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Mace] in open | 


Louse. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope the bill 

Wil be reported, and its consideration postponed 
until to-morrow. Members can then have an 
Opportunity of examining it. 


| other committees to have 
, day of the session, bills for their repeal, without 


| for the reaspn that I be! 


been aroused through the country, on the subject 
of Kansas troubles, no gentleman has been found 
provision to be attached 
to that appropriation to secure relief. In short, 
there is no part of the bill which affects, directly 
or remote ly , the pecuniary or personal interests 
of Congress, that is to be affected by 
of that 
for the first proposition 
PEen- 
NINGTON.] It provides that no portion of the 
monéy appropriated shail be applied to the “e 
ment of any salaries, however honestly due, 

any person ‘who mi ry have acted either as gov- 
ernor, judge, or secretary. It proposes to with- 


[ cannot vote 


| hold not only the pay of the judge who may have 


acted improperly, but likewise of those against 
whom no charge of m: iife asance may be preferred. 
Without further remark, I will say that I can- 
not support the provision which makes no dis- 
crimination between the honest and the corrupt 


officer. 


In regard to the second proviso, which is pros- 
pective, and simply provides that the money 
appropriated shall not be used for the purpose 
of executing the laws of Kansas, which I regard 
as fraudulently enacted, and therefore null and 
void, it shall have my support, notwithstanding 
I deem it to have been the duty of gentlemen on 
framed, at an earlier 


attaching them to appropriation bills. 

Mr. Spea ker, I said yester day that I regarded 
this unusual system of legislation as uncalled for 
and dangerous—these provisoes as unnecessary, 
ved, on information upon 
which I relied then, and upon which | rely now, 
that these persons under arrest and imprisonment 
in Kansas ona charge of constructive treason, will 
not be prosecuted to punishment. Therefore it is 
that I have regarded these amendments as unne- 
cessary, considering the existing state of affairs. 
It tends to put in jeopardy this great measure, 
on the success of ‘which the Government de- 
pends, and without which every branch of it 


must cease to operate. 


I do not intend to enter minutely into the dis- 


, cussions of this subject, for the reason that we 


| have no time to spare; but [ will refer to a remark 


of my colleague, (Mr. Gippines,] in which, 
yesterday, he charged that I had proved recreant 


| to the cause of freedom—that I was found acting 


with the foes of freedom. It is not the first time 
that my colleague has sought opperanty to 
assail me on this floor—not merely on this 

but elsewhere. It may be remembered that, at 
an earlier period of this session, he undertook, 
without sufficient cause, to place me in a false 
position before my constituents through the news- 
paper press of my State. No opportunity has 


| been lost from that day to this, by my colleague, 


to make assaults on me. Among other things, 
he charged that I refused to allow him the priv- 
ilege of “speaking when I had the floor. I deny 
it. For seven years that I have been a member, | 


oor, | 


| speec hes. I 


| the Constitution ? 


__ = 


TI have never refused to allow my colleague the 
right to the floor when it was in my power to do 
l have nev 











so. er refused to divide my time lib- 
erally and fairly with him, although he has 


refused to 

therefore, wi 

that charee. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. 


} 
collearue 


reciprocate the courtesy. It was, 
just and illiberal in him to make 


My complaint against my 
was for pursuing the course he is pur- 
suing to-day. While standing at the head of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, it is his priv- 
ilege to close debate, and on former occasions he 
has assailed me without my having an oppor- 
tunity to reply, the previous question having been 
calied. It is this I complain of, and not that my 
pe ‘ague would not allow of interruption in his 
ask him now, that when he has 
finished what he has to say, he will allow me as 
much time in defense as he has consumed in 
—s x the Republican party and myself. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. | am assailing no party— 
defending none. Tam defending my own position 
against the repeated assaults of my colle sague. 
That is all. And itis somewhat remarkable ‘that 
he has never before arraigned the chairman of 
any Committee of Ways and Means for not in- 
serting in the general appropriation bill similar 
provisoes. He has reserved for me assaults of 
this kind. Does he not know that, in 1850, he 
denounced the fugitive slave law as a violation of 
Does he not know that it was 
so regarded by his own constituents, and that it 
was denounced by them? Yet he never calledon 
the Committee of Ways and Means to insert a 
provision requiring that no portion of the public 
money should he expended for the execution of 
that law. On the contrary, he has voted for these 
appropriation bills without that restriction; never 
until the present session has he urged this inde- 


pantent legislation as a part of the appropriation 


| discussion with him now. 
| for the purpose of explanation. 


| discu8sion in 





| will not di ‘tain the 


| proceed immediately to vote upon the amend- 
| ments. 


bills. 

The previous question has been moved, and the 
main question ordered to be now put. . 1 have no 
ete over the matter, so as to open the door for 
Ihave said thus much 
I have no quar- 
rels with my colleague here at this time; we can 
have none,except when he makes the attack, If 
there is anything wrong in my position, anything: 
wrong in my votes or in what I have spoken, my 
colleague can meet me before my constituents, I 
am ready and willing to meet him there in fair 
reference to the merits of our re- 
spective congressional records, 

Mr. SIMMONS. [rise to a question of order. 
The discussion between the two gentleman from 


Ohio has nothing to do with the bill under con- 
sideration, and | hold that they are both out of 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot yield 


the floor to his colleague 
the House. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dicxins, their Secretary, notifying the 
House that the Senate had passed a bill (S. No. 
389) to rewulate the compensation of members of 
Congress, and that it had directed him to ask the 
concurrence of the House therein. 

Mr. ORR. I would be glad if the gentleman 
from Ohio would yield the floor, so that we might 
take up the bill which has just come from the 
Senate,and putitthrough. [Cries of ** Agreed!’’ 
** Agreed!’’] It isa bill increasing the compen- 
sation of members of Congress. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. I have no doubt that any- 
thing of that kind would go through without a 
proviso; but I cannot yield for that purpose. I 
House longer, but allow it to 


without the consent of 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United. States, by Sipwrey Wes- 
sTER, his Private Seeretary. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL 
AGAIN. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. Iam very glad that the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
sees his way clear. 

Mr. MACE. iaskif the gentleman from New 
Jersey is in order? 
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The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 1 The question was taken; and it was decided in | The question was taken; and it was decided in weft 
Jersey will state for what purpose he rises. the affirmative—yeas 95, nays 82; as follows: _ the affirmative—yeas 97, nays 94; as follows. ad 
Mr. PENNINGTON. For the purpose of || YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Ball, Barbour, Henry Ben- || YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour B : 
correcting a misapprehension of the chairman of | nett, Hendtey 8. Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bradshaw, || clay, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billingburst, Bishop, Bin. LE 
he C mittee st Ways and Means |, Broom, Buffinton, James H. Gampbell, John P. Campbell, || Bradshaw, Brenton, Buflinton, James H. Caimpbell, Chae 
the Com _ , f “) 4, wail Lewis D. Campbell, Caruthers, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, | fee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Colfax, Comins, Covode. 
The SPEAKER. It is not in orderexcept by | pyra Clark, Clawson, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Damrell, || Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Den,’ : 
eneral consent. | Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Dean, Dick, Durfee, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, E:mrie, Flagler, Gay’ tie! 
Mr. MACE, I object. || Edie, Edwards, Elliott, Emrie, Etheridge, Siar, Eleseaee, lowsy, — — aa ieee Robert B. Haj), ihe 
r “a | Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gilbert, Robert B. artan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. : 7 
+ > > “PEE c > ; ’ a . " A - Hor : 
The House then proceed d to _act — the | Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, Holloway, Thomas |, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, eet 
Senate amendments to the bill fess R, No. 202) R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelly, Kelsey, King. Knapp, ton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, Killian to 
making appropriations for the legislative, execu- | Knight, Knowlton, Lindley, Mace, Matteson, Maxwell, Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Norton pe 
tive, and judicial expenses of Government for the || McCarty, Killian Miller, Millward, Morrill, Murray, Nich- || Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perr,’ 
ear ending the 30th of June, 1857; the question || ols, Norton, Pearce, Peck, Pelton, Perry, Porter, Purvi- || eum, spat Pringle, Purviance, Rae Roberts, Sapp. | 
h 5 7 « : ; “9 ls oe |! anee, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, Roberts, Scott, Sherman Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton Stran: ’ 
being upon concurring in the recommendation of || Samuel A. Sinith, Sneed, Spinner, Stanton, Swope, Thor. || Tappan, Thorington, ‘Thurston, Todd, Traiton, Wat mi 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the || ington, Thurston, Vail, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, || a ae W er ements Saeyenin C. Wash. slé 
Jnion in reference sto. The ree . - |, Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Elihu B. Washburne DERE, FRE Me VERRSDMERS, IBIne ashburn, Wejc} : 
ane the rman : cae aan = Watkins, Watson, Welch, Whitney, Williams, Wood. || “Wada: oudruff, “ Sr emaance ws: * . ich, an 
; Pens ; : : |) ruff, Daniel B, Wright, and Zoilicoffer—95. AYS — Messrs. Aiken, Hendley 8. Bennett, Boeoe 
curred in, in reference to all the amendments, | NAYS —Messrs. Aiken, Barclay, Bliss, Bowie, Branch, || Bowie, Branch, Brooks, Broom, Cadwalader, John h H 
with the exception of those which appear below, || Brenton, Burnett, Carlile, Caskie, Clingman, Howell as Soneee, Lawes &. Comenns, ge oe ga Clingman, eo 
rh) ot} > we | Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Craige, Cullen, Cumback owell Cobb, illiamson R. . Cobb, Craige, Cuije | 
( 0 e 9 e ouse Was as | ’ ti ane . care Ss ilen | 
a i x which the action of the House wa |) Day, Denver, Dodd, Dowdell, Edmundson, Faulkner, Flag- Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Edmund. m 
fo er 8: ; | ler, Giddings, Goode, Granger, Greenwood, Harlan, Thomas |) Son, Elliott, English, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Fauikner, th 
Seventh amendment of Senate: | L. Harris, Haven, Herbert, Hickman, Valentine B. Horton, | Florence, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwoog’ sil 
Strike out the following: Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kidwell, || J. Morrison Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Havey H 
Por bode voted fo bee hers of the House of Repre- | Knox, Leiter, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Hierbert, Hickman, Houston, George Ww. Jones, J. Giancy re 
» “8, by resoluti of . dui » of 7th of July 1856 Humphrey Marshall, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, || Jones, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander kK. : 
eoeanes an” resolution of said House of sth of July, 1600, Morgan, Mott, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Parker, Phelps, Pike, ,| Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Maxwell. MeMuliin, Ye. th 
% sree “ - sa | Powell, Pringle, Quitman, Richardson, Ritchie, Ruffin, || Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck 
he Committee of the Whole on the state of |) Rust, Sandidge, Sapp, Shorter, Simmons, William Smith, || Phelps, Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Ready, Ricaud, th 
the Union recommended a restoration of that || Stephens, Stewart, Stranahan, Talbott, Tappan, Taylor, || Richardson, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Seward, ta 
clause with the following proviso: || Todd, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Wade, Walker, Israel |) Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, W liam Smith, Willian Rp. 
eye ere a SI Roe || Washburn, Wells, Wheeler, Woodworth, and John V. || Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, 
acter i een coy gr rena a ae — — Wright—82. ce ae he eo 9g Wat. 
hwitting to receive ead DOOKS, may P notice OF the ‘ ins, ells, 1eeler hitney illiams, Wins ( 
same to the Clerk of the House of Representatives, who So the seventh amendment was agreed to. Daniel B. Wright, Joho Vi. Wright, and Zollicoffer 0.” . 
shall retain said hooks to which said member may be en- | acest 2 sas tei ‘ ag Wo 
titled, and report the facts at the commencement of the Pe nding the vote, _.. (| Sothe amendment tothe amendment was agreed 
next session of Congress. Mr. ENGLISH stated that he was not within || to, 
Mr. HICKMAN. I believe the gentleman the bar when his ‘pay was called, otherwise he Pending the call, a 
oe ° . 3 re : ra » > ors re, - ‘ | Ta . ene 
from Georgia [Mr. Cons] made a point of order | should mane en = = eat ont of the Mr. CLAWSON stated that he was not within m 
upon that amendment. . Z he question recurred on the amendment of the the bar when his name was ealled; otherwise, he 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I notified the Chair Senate as amended by the House. would have voted “ay.” ‘ 
that I would make a point of order upon that | 7 ot eee 3 eg for ng or pe Mr. ORR stated that Mr. Bert was detained it 
amendment of the Committee of the Whole; but || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to make || at his lodgings by indisposition. 
if the Chair is of vpinion that this amendment | 8" Mqulry- he Senate proposes to strike out Mr. KELLY stated that he had paired off on u 
comes within the principle decided by the Chair, |; C7" words. ‘The House has adopted iff lieu | this question with his colleague, Mr. Epwanps, 
and sustained by the House, I will not insist || Of them certain other provisions. ‘The question || Mr. NICHOLS stated that he had paired of t! 
upon the point of order. || now is, on concurring with the Senate amend- |! on this question for this day with Mr. Banks. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is the | ets to strike out as amended. Then, if we || pare. : 
same in substance and principle. |, concur with them in striking out, that will put The question recurred on concurring in the B 
Mr. HICKMAN. I demand the yeas and | all the House amendment into the bill. || amendment of the Senate, as amended by the ‘ 
nays upon concurring in the report of the Com- | Phe SPEAKER. That will be the effect of || House. i 
mittee of the Whole upon that amendment. |! the y ote. ed ty a ee Mr. CRAIGE called for the yeas and nays. d 
Mr. COBB. I suppose the first question will The yeas and nays were not ordered, only thir- || ‘The yeas and nays were ordered. f 
. Le , ‘rs WwW ‘ re 7 . fx 7 4 a 
be a agreeing to the amendment recommended |, “ ‘The. mbers MOEN reo for. it et | Mr. CRAIGE asked to withdraw the call. I 
by the Committee of the Whole, and then upon divi pits at vane Py sod aa and there were, on || Mr. McQUEEN objected. d 
katate if . ivision—ayes 94, nues 42. ( 
concurring in the Senate amendmentas amended, : , ’ . i] . ' 

The SPEAKER. It will So the seventh amendment of the Senate as || MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. ] 
The yeas and neve weré-ordered amended by the House was concurred in. | A message was received from the Senate, by 
a ; ; 1 . ry’ > * "kK 7 j ~ > 7 i ry } e 
Mr. BLISS. ‘There was a difference of opin- | I'wentieth amendment. cw mio Its os mene , notify a the oe 

ne : : : aa ; : » Senate " » the 
ion in committee as to what the effect would be Strike out the following proviso: | pens ie Senate adhe = ~ —— ment to | | 
of the adoption or rejection of this amendment. | | naval appropriation bill, and asked a committee 


My object is to inquire of the Speaker what will 
be the effect of the rejection of this amendment 
reported from the Committee of the Whole? 

The SPEAKER. 
the Chair to decide that question, 
for the House. 

Mr. BLISS. The question is whether, if we 
shall reject this amendment, the question will not 


It is a matter 


recur, ** Shall we adhere to the original proposi- | 


tion ?’’ 


The SPEAKER. If the House reject the 


amendment reported by the Committee of the | 


Whole on the state of the Union, the question 
will recur on concurring in the Senate amendment, 
or on receding from the House proposition, as 
the case may be. 

Mr. WALKER. I desire to ask the Chair 
whether the vote we are now about to take is or 
is not on the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Camppe..] yesterday ? 

The SPEAKER. That is the first question. 

Mr. WALKER. The vote, then, is limited to 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Ohio? 

Mr. HARLAN. Is it inorder to have a divis- 
ion of the proposition? 

Tie SPEAKER. The proposition is not di- 
visible. 

Mr. HARLAN. Can it not be divided at the 

int where that proviso is attached? 

The SPEAKER. It is nota divisible question 
on any ground, inasmuch as, if the House rejected 
the first part of the amendment, there would be 
nothing left for the proviso to be attached to. It 
is all reported as one whole amendment from the 
Jommittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


It is hardly competent for | 





| the United States, or other offense founded upon any par- | 
| ticipation of such person in the formation of the constita- | 
tion known as the Topeka constitution, or any measure | 


Provided, That the money hereby appropriated shall not 
be drawn from the Treasury, or any part thereof, and the 
same or any part thereof shall not be paid out of any other 
appropriations made by Congress, until all criminal prose- 
cutions now pending in any court of the Territory of Kan- 
sas, against any person or persons charged with treason 
against the United States, and all criminal prosecutions, by 
information or indictment, against any person or persons for 
any alleged violation or disregard whatever of the-protessed 
laws of a body of men who assembled at Shawnee Mis- 
sion, in said Territory, claiming to be the Legisiative Assem- 
bly of the said Territory, shall be dismissed by the court, 
and every person who is or may be restrained of bis liberty, 
by reason of any of said prosecutions, shall be released from 
confinement. 


In this amendment the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union recommended a con- 
currence with an amendment, as follows: 


Provided, That no part of the mouey appropriated by this | 


act for the Territory of Kansas shall be drawn from the 
Treasury, or paid out of any other appropriation made by 
Congress, until every person charged with treason against 


| preparatory thereto, or in pursuance thereof, or in the body 


claiming to be the Legislature of said Territory, convened | 


| at Topeka, or any measure preparatory thereto or in pursu- 


' ecution therefor. 


| of the United States in said ‘Territory, of any person who | 
shall have violated any provision of any act of Congress in | 


ance thereof, or any violation or disregard whatever of any | 


enactment of the alleged Legislative Assembly of said Ter- 
ritory, recently assembled at Shawnee Mission, shall be 
released from confinement and discharged from further pros- 
But nothing contained in this proviso 
shall be so construed as to prevent the indictment, arrest, 
prosecution, punishment, or detention, in or by any court 


the commission of any offerse against person or property 
in said Territory. 

The question being on the amendment to the 
amendment, 

Mr. McQUEEN called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were erdewia 


of conference. 
| ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as truly enrolled bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (S. No. 63) to authorize and direct the 
settlement of the account of the Bank of the State 
of Missouri, for money advanced for the subsist- 
| ence and transportation of volunteers; and 

An act (S. No. 191) for the relief of Cezaire 
Wallace, of the parish gf Bossier and State of 
, Louisiana. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL—COMMITTEE 
OF CONFERENCE. 


Mr. PHELPS. J ask the unanim™us consent 
| of the House to take up the message from the 
| Senate returning the naval appropriation bill, 0 
which the Senate have appointed a committee o! 
conference. I move that the House insist on Its 
disagreement, and that it appoint a committee of 
conference to meet that of the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Speaker 
appointed Messrs. Pue.rs, Benson, and Stray 
AHAN, as such committee. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT—CAPITOL 
EXTENSION. 


The SPEAKER presented a message from the 
| President of the United States, transmitting 4 


| communication from the Secretary of War, 10 
‘| closing a report from Captain Meigs, stating thet 
|| the sum of $750,000 would be necessary for the 
1 prosecution of the Capitol extension till the close 
'| of the next session of Congress, and recommend- 
| ing an appropriation of that amount; which was 
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ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed, 


LEG 


AGAIN. 


The question being on concurring in the twen- 
och amendment of the Senate, as amended by 


the House— . — 
Mr. MCQUEEN. I withdraw my objection 
to the withdrawal of the call for the yeas and 


Mr. PENNINGTON. I object. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. In order that we 
may vote understandingly, I ask the Speaker to 
state what will be the effect of adopting the | 


amendment of the Senate, as amended? |} 


The SPEAKER. ‘The question before the | 
House is to strike out and insert. If the House 
eoncur in the amendment reported by the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
the eflect will be to concur with the Senate in 
siriking out the original proviso inserted by the 
House, and to insert in heu thereof the proviso | 
reported from the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. } 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the negative prevails, 
then the proviso originally inserted will be re- 
tained ? bs ’ 

The SPEAKER, It will. 

Mr. McQUEEN, Is the questien divisible, 
so that the vote may first be taken on the motion 
to strike out? 

The SPEAKER. It is not divisible. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If I were to ask to be ex- 
cused from voting, would it be in order to give 
my reason for making the request? 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman makes the 
motion the Chair will submit it to the House, but 
it must be decided without debate. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
unless I can be allowed to give my reason. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 97, nays 90; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Bar- 
clay, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, Chaf- 
fee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, 
Cumback, Damrell, Day, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Gid- 
dings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, 
Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, How- 
ard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, 
Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, Killian Miller, 
Miliward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, | 
Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Roberts, Sapp, Scott, 
Sherwan, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tap- 
pan, Thorington, Thurston, ‘Todd, Trafton, Wade, Wake- 
man, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wasbburne, 
Ellinu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Welch, Wood, 
Woodruff, and Woodworth—97. E 

NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Hendley S. Bennett, Bocock, | 
Bowie, Branch, Brooks, Broom, Burnet Cadwalader, | 
Join P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, | 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, 





Cullen, Davidson, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, || 


Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, | 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, J. Morrison Har- | 
ris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hickman, | 
Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kid- | 
well, Lake, Letcher, Lindsey, Lumpkin, Humphrey Mar- | 
shall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Mill- 
son, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Porter, Powell, Puryear, 
Quitinan, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, 
Savage, Sewarrl, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William R. 
Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, 
Underwood, Vail, Walker, Warner, Watkins, Wells, 
Wheeler. Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, 
John V. Wright, and Zollicofier—90. 


So the en of the Senate, as amended, | 
was ayreedto. 
| 


Pending the call of the roll; 

Mr. MILLSON stated that, although neither | 
Voling in the affirmative nor the negative would 
be in accordance with his views, be voted in the 
negative. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iam against both provisoes, 
and see but little difference between them, but 
shall vote with my friends. 

Mr. PHELPS stated that, if he had been within 
the bar when his name was called, he should | 
have voted in the negative. 


The twenty-first amendment was read, as fol- | 
Ows: 


io nner under the head of “ Territory of Kansas” the fol- 
Wing : 
For compensation and mileage of the Legislative Assem- 
bly, officers, clerks, and contingent expenses of said Legis- | 
lative Assembly, $20,000, | 
The Committee ofthe Whole on the state of | 
the Union recommend a non-concurrence. 


I do not make my motion || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


ISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL— | future one: 


ee 








}GLORE, _ 








Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. Does this apply to {| Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Thomas L. Hat- 
the past Legislature of that Territory, or the | 


Mr. PHELPS. Itappliesto the future. I call 
for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


i 
j 
| 
i 


The question was taken; and it was decided in | 


the negative—yeas 83, nays 98; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Hendley 8S. Bennett, Bocock, 


Bowie, Branch, Burnett, Cadwalader, Join P. Campbell, 
Carlile, Caruthers, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson 


R. W. Cobb, Craige, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter | 


Davis Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, 
Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, auikner, Florence, Foster, 
Greenwood, J. Morrison Harris, ‘Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, 


| Houston, J. Glaney Jones, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Lake, 


| Hickman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. | 
| Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, | 


Letcher, Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Maxwell, Me 


Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, | 


Phelps, Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Ready, Ricaud, 
Richardson, Rivers, Ruflin, Rust, Savage, Seward, Shorter, 
Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stew- 


art, Swope, Talbott, ‘Taylor, Trippe, Tyson, Underwood, | 


Vail, Valk, Warner, Watkins, Wheeler, Whitney, Wins 


83. 
NAYS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barclay, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bliss, Brad- 


shaw, Brenton, Buffinton, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, | 
Bayard Ciarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, | 
Covode, Cragin, Cuimback, Damrell, Dean, Dick. Dickson, | 
Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emric, Flagler, Galloway, | 


Giddings, Granger, Grow. Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Haven, 


Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, 
Killian Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, 


Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Penning. | 


ton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Rob- 
erts, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, 
Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, 


Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. 


Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 


| Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—9x. 


| district courts of the United States, including the District | 
}| of Columbia; also for jurors and witnesses, in aid of the 


So the amendment was non-concurred in, 


The thirtieth amendment, and the last about 
which there was any controversy, was read as 
follows: 

Strike out the proviso in the following clause: 

For defraying the expenses of the Supreme, circuit, and 


funds arising from fines, penalties, and torfeitures, incurred 
in the fiscal year ending June 39, 1857, and previous years ; 
and Jikewise for defraying the expenses of suits in which 
the United States are concerned, and of prosecutions for 


offenses committed against the United States, and for the | 
safe-keeping of prisoners, $1,000,000: Provided, however, | 


That no part of the money hereby appropriated shail be 


expended for prosecuting or detaining any person or persons | 


charged with treason or any other political offense in the 
Territory of Kansas, for any prosecutions that have been 
heretofore instituted for political offenses. 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union recommended aconcurrence in the amend- 


ment, with an amendment, to insert, in lieu of | 


the words stricken out, the following: 

Provided, however, That no part of the same shall be ex- 
pended for arresting, prosecuting, punishing, or detaining 
any person charged with treason or other offense founded 
upon any participation of such person in the formation of 
the constitution Known as the Topeka constitution, or 


measure preparatory thereto, or in pursuance thereof, or in | 


the body claiming to be the Legislature of said Territory, 


convened at lopeka, or any measure preparatory thereto | 


or in pursuance thereof, or any violation or disregard what- 
ever of any enactment of the alleged Legislative Assembly 
of said ‘lerritory recently assembled at Shawnce Mission. 


But nothing contained in this proviso shall be so construed | 
as tO prevent the indictment!, arrest, prosecution, punish- 


ment, or detention, in or by any court of the United States 
in said Territory, of any person who shall have violated any 
provision of any act of Congress in the commission of any 
offense against person or property im said Territory. 

Mr. MILLER, of Indiana, demanded the yeas 
and nays upon the amendment to the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided. in 
the affirmative—yeas 92, nays 86; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barclay, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bliss, Brad- 


| shaw, Brenton, Buffinton, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, 


Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Co- 
vode, Cragin, Cuinback, Daimrell, Timothy Davis, Dean, 
Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Gallo- 
way, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, 
Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Hor- 
ton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, 
Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, Kil- 
lian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, 
Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Roberts, Sapp, Scott, Sim- 
mons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, 
Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—92. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bocock, 
Bowie, Branch, Burnett, Cadwalader. John P. Campbell, 


Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Wil- || 


liamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Cullen, Davidson, H. Winter 
Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Eliott, English, 


|} Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Fanikner, Florence, Foster, 





low, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer— | 


ris, Harrison, Herbert, Houston, George W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, 
Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshail, Maxwell, MeMatiin, Mc- 


Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Orr, Peck, Phelps, Porter, 


Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Ricaud, Rivers, Rufllo, Rust, 
Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, Wil- 
liam Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Talbot, 
Taylor, Trippe, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, Valk, Walker, 
Warner, Wheeler, Whitney, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, 
Jobn V. Wright, and Zollicotfer—8s. 


So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 


The amendment of the Senate, as amended, 
| was then concurred in. 


| POST ROUTE BILL. 


Mr. MACE. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the House for leave to report, from the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office a Post Roads, a bill es- 
tablishing certain post routes, 

There was no objection; and the bill was re- 
ported, and read a first and second time by its 
title. 

Mr. MACE. The first section of the bill is 
understood by every member; and if there be no 
objection, as it is very lengthy, I move that its 

‘reading be dispensed with. 

There was no objection; and the reading of the 
first section was dispensed with. 

The second section of the bill was read, as fol- 

| lows: 

ind be it further enacted, §c., That so much of the first 
|| section of the act approved March 3, 1855, entitled “ Ap 
act making appropriations for the service of the Post Office 


| Department during the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1856,’ as relates to the privileges of maii contractors in the 
Territories west of the Mississippi river, in establishing 
| stations, and having preémption rights thereto, be, and the 
same is hereby, extended to the mail contractors in the 
Territory of Minnesota, east of the said river, and to in- 
clude in all the Territories special as well as regular con- 
tractors who shall carry the mail in or through any of the 
| said Territories: Provided, That the right of preémption 
hereby granted shall be limited in the ease of each con- 
tractor to one hundred and sixty acres to each station east 
of the Mississippi river. 
| Mr. GROW. [ask the gentleman from Indi- 
|| ana to include in the bill a post road, for which I 
|| have received a petition this morning. It is as 
|| follows: 
| From Hopbottom station, on the Delaware, Lackawana, 
'} and Western railroad, in Susquebanna county, Pennsyl- 
] vania, to Dimock, in said county. 
| 
} 


|| Mr. MACE. I offer an amendment including 
| the post road stated by the gentleman, and an- 
| other one, as follows: 
| From Spencer, Owen county, Indiana, to Cloverdale, 
Putnam county, in said State. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


|| Mr.MACE. The Committee on the Post Office 
|| and Post Roads have attached to the bill the sec- 
ond section, whith has been read, because they 
|| believe it to be a right and just provision. These 
contractors ought*to have the right to preémpt 
one hundred and sixty acres of land at these 
stations. 
|| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. For what reason 
| is the law referred to proposed to be extended to 
the Territory of Minnesota? Perhaps right of 
preémption ought to be given to the mail contract- 
ors in Utah and New Mexico. In those Terri- 
| tories the mail routes are in most part through an 
uninhabited country, and there are no places at 
which these contractors can be accommodated. 
3ut I can see no propriety in giving to these mail 
contractors in Minnesota a rightto preémpt, every 
| twenty or twenty-five miles, one hundred and 
| sixty acres of the public land. I conceive that 
there is no necessity for it. Iam informed by a 
| gentleman conversant with the subject, that the 
| Indian title to most of the land in New Mexico 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 


} 

|| and Utah is not yet extinguished. There are 
few settlements there, and it was for this reason 
that the right of preémption was given to mail 
contractors in those Territories. There is no 

| such reason in the case of Minnesota, and I move 

that the second section be stricken out. 

Mr. RICE. Iam sure that, if the gentleman 
from Tennessee understood the case, he would 
|| not submit the motion to strike out. In Minne- 

sota we have a mail route connecting two settle- 
| ments five hundred miles apart. ‘The contractor 
|| must have stations—places at which to keep his 
| horses—and if this provision be stricken out, when 





| the land is surveyed he will be liable to have all his 
improvements taken from him. Other routes are 
several hundred miles in length, and this is the 
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only thing which will protect the mail contract- || 


Ores 
Mr. TODD. 1 wish to ask the gentleman from 
' 


fodiana whether this bill contains any | 
upon the namber of stations and their distances 


mutation 


apart? 
Mr. MACE. One every twenty miles. 

Mr TODD. t want to propose an amendment, 
to the effect that the preémption right shall be 
limited to five acres, that being sufficient for their 
accommodation, 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. 


lL hope the | 


rentiemen will not insist upon that amendment. | 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. | understand that 
that that seetion extends the benefit of the law, 


grantiuig this preémption right to all contractors, | 
as well through the settled as thro:zch the unset- | 


ted parts of Minnesota, whether they carry the 


mails onee, twice, or three imesa week, or daily, | 


or once amonth—and gives them the right to pre- 
emptevery twenty miles, whether they carry a 
large or a small mail. If they only get afew 
dollars for carrying a small mail, they still have 
the right tompreémpt every twenty miles along the 
route, through settlements and through 
parts of their routes. It certainly 


1 
Ootier 


. | 
isa new and 


strange feature to bring into a bill of this charac- | 


ter. 
contractor in every Territory and every Stace 
where you have public lands. 


Mr. WASHLURNE. Will the gentleman 


You might as well extend it to every mail | 


from Tennessee give me his reason why this | 
preemption should not be granted? How can the | 


Government be prejudiced nanny way in permit- 


ting these mail contractors to go through tts un- | 
setiied territory, and make their improvements, | 


afterwards buying their land of the Government 
at the minimum price ? 


Mr. JONES. 


the publie service. 

l ask again, in answer to the gentleman’s ques- 
tion, what objection would he have to giving to 
any citizen and every citizen the right to pre- 
empt twenty-five, or thirty, or one hundred quar- 
ter sections of land, in different parts of the coun- 
try? 

Mr. WASHBURNE. The same principle con- 
tained in this section already exists west of the 
Mississippi. 


My objection is, that it is an | 
exclusive privilege, which is not calculated or | 
intended, in my opinion, to benefit and promote | 


Mr. JONES. But that is through the plains | 


and unsettled country. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. It is as much unsettled 
on many of the routes through Minnesota. 

Mr. MACE. I ask that the Clerk will read the 
law upon which the section is founded. 

The law was read, and is as follows: 

« Provided, That the Postmaster General, with the as- 
rent of the contractors, be, and is hereby, authorized to 


annul said contract. And that each contractor engaged, or 
to be engaged, in carrying the mails through any of the Tr 


ritortes west of the Mississippi, shall have the privilege of 


occupying stations at the cate of not more than one for 


every twenty miles of the route on which he carries a mail, | 


and shall have a preémptive right therein, when the same 
shall be brought into raarket, to the extent of six hundred 
and forty acres, to be taken contiguously, to melude his im- 
provements ; but no such preémptive right shall extend to 
any pass in a mountain or other defile.”’ 


Mr. MACE. That law authorizes the con- 
tractors west of the Mississippi to preémpt six 
hundred and forty acres. The provisions of the 
bill under consideration authorize the same class 


of men in the other Territories therein referred to, | 
to preempt, not six hundred and forty acres, but | 


only one hundred and sixtyacres. Under it, the 
contractor, before he gets a title, pays to the Gov- 
ernment the same sum of money that the man does 
who makes an entry under existing laws. I call 
the previous question. 

Mr. OTERO. 1 ask the gentleman to with- 
draw his demand for the previous question, as I 
desire to offer an amendment, 

Mr. MACE. 

Mr, JONES, of Tennessee. The gentleman 
from Indiana says that no one of these individ- 
uals can acquire the right or ttle to the land un- 
der the provisions of this bill, until he shall have 
paid the Government the same price that other 
individuals pay for land of the Government. I 
ask the genleman if this bill will not take the 
land so preémpted out of the general rule or pro- 
vision of law, which subjects the land, after sur- 

, to public sale? 
r. MACK. Undoubtedly. 


I will hear the amendment read. | 


atract- || Mr. JONES. 


' Mr. Jones to strike out the second section of the 


| tractor have to abandon his improvements? 


| on the mind of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
| considering his past course on the different laws 
enacted on this subject. 


' T remember well the remarks he made on the bill 


| tories of the United States, he objects so strenu- 
| ously to contractors having preémption rights of 


advocacy of that bill. 


| ed by the gentleman from Tennessee, I have this 


And such land might sell at || 
pubhie sale for ten dollars per acre, | 

The amendment of Mr. Orego was read for | 
information, as follows: 


wind he il further enacted, That the Postmaster General 
be, and hereby is, authorized and directed to cause the | 
nvuls upon the route (rom ladependence Missourt, aud San 
Antonio, Texas, to Santa Fé, to be carried seri monthly 
on each, so that, bv means of the two routes aror said, there 
shall be aweekly mail between the States and the Territory | 
of New Mexico: Provided, That the present contractors on | 


said routes shail bave the privilege of carrying the mails as | 
herein provided, ®t a pro rata increase of compensation. 
Mr. MACE. I am opposed to that amend- 
ment, and insist upon the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered to be put. 
Mr. STANTON. 1 move to lay the bill on the | 
table. : 
The motion was not agreed to. 


The question recurred on the amendment of | 


bill. 
Mr. KUNKEL called for the yeas and nays. 
Tae yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. MACE. The simple question is, whether 





| bell, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Comin 
; Damrell, Timothy Davis, Dean, Dickson, Durfee, 


| ton, Thurston, Trippe, Underwood, Vail, Vatk, Wake) ‘an 





Winter Davis, Denver, Dick, Dodd, Dowdell a 
Elliott. Einrie, Etheridge, Evans, Faulkner, Plore, , Wards, 
ter, Henry M. Fuller, Galloway, Gubert, Goode ~ te . 
wood, Geow, Robert B. H ul, irlan, J. Morri \ ; 7 
Haven, Hickman. Hotfinan, Houston, George Wj, 
Kelly, Kidwell. King, Kuitht, Kunked, pret , 
Letcher, Lumpkin, Matteson, McQueen, Killian i 
Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Parker, Pelion, Pennine 
Perry. Pike, Powell, Pringle, Purvinnee, Puryear. b. 
Ricand, RiteLie, Ruifia, Rust, Sandidee, Sapp, Saiyy a’ 
Sinith, Sneed, Stanton, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Ty A. 
Trafton, Wade, Israel Washburn, Watson, Whiuey. «3 
Wiltliains—87. 7, and 


NAYS — Messrs. Barclay, Henry Bennett, Billi; 


. ighurer 
Bowie, Branch, Broom, Buffinton, Burnett, John “4 


P. Camp. 
8, Cullen 
. : ny ; English, 
Flagier, Granger, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Holjoyay’ 


Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard. Hugi 
ston, Kelsey, Kennett, Knapp, Knowlton, Knox, a 
Hainphrey Marshail, McCarty, MeMullin, Smith Mijja,’ 
Millward, Mott, Norton, Orr, Pearce, Peck, Pettir, Porter’ 
Quitman, Rivers, Roberis, Scott, Sherman, Shorter, sin,’ 
mons, William Smith, Spinner, Swope, Tappan, T 


Horie. 


Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Bij u P 


> > B, 
Wastiburne, Weich, Wells, Wood, Woodruff, Woodworty 
’ 


| and Zollicotfer—75. 


it is right and proper that mail contractors west || 
of the Mississivpi, including Kansas and Nebras- || 


ka and New Mexico, shall be entitled to the pre- | 
emption of six hundred and forty acres of land, | 
and the mail contractors in Minnesota, east of that | 
river, shall not be entitled to one hundred and | 
sixty acres? That is the whole question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would ask the 
gentleman from Indiana whether, if the present | 
contractors, after making their preémptions, | 
should lose their contract, they would have te sur- 
render their stations and preémptions; or whether 
future contractors would be entitled to the same 


privileges of making stations and preémptions? | |; 


would also ask him, why this provision is con- | 
fined to Minnesota? 

Mr. MACE. To the Territories east of the 
Mississippi. 

Mr. JONES. Well, east of the Mississippi, 
and notto any other Territory? Why not extend 
it to all of them? 

Mr. MACE. 
to do. 


That is what I am endeavoring 
In answer to the first question propound- 


to say, that where a contract is taken, and these 
stations are established with a view of making a 
preémption, when that contract terminates, the 
preémption right, as a matter of course, ceases. 

Mr. JONES. And the contractor abandons the 
preémption ? 

Mr. MACE. He abandons the preémption 
when the contract ceases. 

Mr. JONES. Suppose some one else takes the 
contract for carrying the mails, does the ex-con- 





Mr. MACE. 


I do not Know what is operating 


I do not know why he 
opposes this bill, after having advocated here so 
strenuously, and insisted upon those preémption 
rights in the Territories of Kansas and Nebraska, 
and making it there six hundred and forty acres. 


read. I cannot imagine why it is now that, in 
the country east of the Mississippi, in the Terri- 


no more than one hundred and sixty acres, in lieu 
of six hundred and forty acres. 

Mr. JONES. I ask the gentleman what pre- 
emption bill it was that he refers to my advocacy 
of? 

Mr. MACE, The law the provision of which 
has been just read from the Clerk’s desk. 


Mr. JONES. In reference to New Mexico and 


Mr. MACE, Yes; and in reference to Kansas | 
and Nebraska. 
Mr. JONES. I, sir, made no sort of zealous 


I believe I voted for it. T 


| 
| Utah ? 
| 


thought then that it was right, and I have no | 
objection to it at this time; but I have objection | 
to this bill. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in | 


| the affirmative—yeas 87, nays 75; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Hendiey 8. | 
Bennett, Bliss, Bradshaw, Cadwalader, James H. Camp- | 
bell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Clingman, 


So the second section was stricken out of the 
bill. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it w 
accordingly read the third time, and passed, 

Mr. LEITER moved to reconsider the vote by 


which the bill was passed, and also moved to Jay 


ag 


' the motion to reconsider on the table; which Jai. 


ter motion was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Dickins, its Secretary, notifying the House 
that the Senate had passed a bill to create two ad- 


‘ ditional land districts in the State of California; 





)) Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Covode, Cumback, Henry || 


in which he was directed to ask the concurrence 
of the House. 

Also, that the Senate had passed a bill of the 
House (No. 325) for the relief of Isaac Adams, 


INDIAN HOSTILITIES IN CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. QUITMAN. Task the unanimous con- 


sent of the House to report back from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs Senate bill No. 397 ex- 
planatory of so much of an act passed August 
d, 1854, making appropriations for the service of 
the Army for the year ending 30th June, 1855, 
as refers to the payment of expenses incurred 
by the State of California in the suppression of 
Indian hostilities insaid State. I ask that it may 
be considered at this time. 

Mr. ORR. I shall not object to the bill being 
reported, if the previous question be not demand- 
ed on its passage, so as to shut off discussion. 

Mr. EDIE. I object. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I move tosuspend the rules; 
and I ask th® consent of the House to make a 
statement in reference to this bill. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order at 
this time. 

Mr. JONES, of Terfnessee. I want to inquire 
whether this is not a bill authorizing the payment 


of this appropriation to the bondholders of Cal- 


ifornia, instead of paying the money into the 
treasury of California? , 

Mr. QUITMAN. I will answer that 
by stating, that the State of California 


uestion 
as ap- 


| pointed commissioners to receive this money 


here. 

Mr. ORR. I think differently about the bill 
from my friend from Missiasippi, (Mrdigrruax.) 

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of 
War to pay to the holders of the war bonds ot 
California the amount of money appropriated 
by the act of Congress of 5th August, 1854, 10 
Sr. of expenses incurred and actually paid 
»y the State of California, in the suppression of 
Indian hostilities in said State, prior to the Ist 
of January, 1854, to wit: the sum of $924,259 60, 
under certain restrictions. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, called for tellers on 
the motion to suspend the rules. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Jones, of 


| Tennessee, and Topp were appointed. 


The question was taken;and the tellers reported 
—ayes 96, noes 26. 

So (two thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended, and the bill reported 
for consideration. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I shaffl ask the indulgence 
of the House for a few moments only, in the 
explanation which I propose to make of this bill. 





or 


be 





oe 


vr ee aa 


: 1354 Congress passed an act authorizing the 


the 


lroian bhostihties 
rica The amount appropriated | 
is the same amount recognized in this | 

Phe Secretary of War was only authorized, | 

ior that bil, to ascertain the amount that was 
aiid expended by the State of California. 
<-dury was not to ascertain whether the United 


ponressin’ 


+ eee Graverpment was responsible for it—that 
inle was settled by the act of 1854, 
vy was only to ascertain the amount paid with- | 


at regard to any other question; and the Secre- || 


rary of War was required to pay the amount thus 
.certaned by him into the treasury of Califor- 
i, The Secretary of War, pursuing these dn- 
eructions, proceeded to examine into the matter; 
ut from causes of which | am not informed, the 
nrecise amount expended by California in the 
cynpression of Indian hostilities is not stated. 
The probable reason, however, is that he found 
in the bill the words ** actually paid,’? when, in 

ality, the war debt of California had been taken | 
up by the issuance of her bonds. There may 
have been also, on the part of California, some 
disposition not to receive the amount into her 
treasury until some provision had been made to 


apply the amount to the payment of the bonds || 


issued for the payment of the expenses. 
Now, I take it for granted, that it is settled by 


States Government is responsible forthe payment 
of this money. That is no longer a question to | 
be inquired into. The simple fact to be ascer- 
tained is as to the amount actually expended. 


To ascertain that fact, you have the evidence of || 


the sovereign State of California in the report of 


the comptroller of that State, fixing the amount || 


at the sum originally appropriated by Congress, | 
and provided for in this bill. 

Now, sir, is this debt to be paid? The money 
already lies in your Treasury, having been ap- 
propriated some two years ago; and I say the | 


only question is, shall it be disbursed, or shall it | 
be locked up in your Treasury? The State of | 
California, finding that there was some difficulty 
in procuring this amount to be paid into her 
treasury, appointed two commissioners, one of | 
whom is now on the floor of this House, to settle 
and adjust the debt, and has requested the Gov- 
ernment to pay the amount to the order of these | 
commissioners. She has thus formally, by her 
act of 1856, directed the mode of its payment. | 
She has directed it to be paid to the bondholders | 
under the direction of her commissioner. 

Shall we conform to the order of the State of 
California, and pay this money, to be distributed 
by the commissioner to the bondholders who 
advanced the money in the first instance to pay 
these expenses? I have no knowledge of the 
holders of these bonds, nor am I informed 
whether this measure originated at their instance. 
The Committee on Military Affairs have only 
inquired whether this Government is liable for | 
this debt, and whether the Senate bill provides 
aproper and safe mode of payment? 

{have but anothér word on the subject. In 
honesty and equity I believe, and so do the com- 
mittee, that California ought to be paid the debt 
she has thus incurred; and unless it be soon paid 
[ shall feel myself bound to vote that she shall be 
paid the interest, which she is now forced to pay 
on this very war debt. 

Mr.ORR. Mr. Speaker, in 1854 application 
was made to Congress by the Representatives 
from California, that the United States should | 
refund to that State a certain amour of money 
alleged to have been paid by her for the suppres- 
sion of Indian hostilities. The matter was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs of 
this House. In the report made by that commit- 
lee, I find the following: 








“This committee are unable to correctly ascertain the 
pecifec merits of all the items that make up the claim pre- 
sented by the State of California ; but, from an examination 
Ol the official reports of the officers ofthat State, it appears 
‘iat some care has been bestowed by the proper auditing 
officers, in ascertaining and determining the merits of these 
iets, aud as the State has assumed and discharged the lia- 
bihues incurred, there appears no good reason to suspec 
Wat unjust allowances have been made.”> * * * = * 

* The committee being satisfied that the requisite pro- 
tection was not furnished by the Federal Government to the 
“tate of California, and seeing no good reason to question 
that the amount claimed was expended in good faith for the | 
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State of Catiforma, or expended by her || 
in that State || 


| 
His | 
| 


i} 








GLOBE. 


purpose of protection, report said bill back to the House, 
rary of War to ascertain the amount paid {| with an amendinent, and recommend its passage.”’ 


| In refunding this money we followed the pre- 


cedent which had been established in many in- 
stances by the two Houses of Congress, in pay- 
ing back to individual States the liabilities which 
they had incurred for their protection against 
| Indian hostiliies. Itis known to many gentle- 
| men here, that we have refunded to many of the 


|| States the sums advanced by them for the trans- 


| portation of their volunteers to Mexico during 
the war with that Republic. We refunded in 
like manner for expenses incurred in sending 
troops to the Florida war. Following out these 
| precedents it was thought to be just and proper 
| to refund this money to the State of California, 
| for it was the duty of the Federal Government to 


| cursions of the Indians. 

| Now, Mr. Speaker, it does notappear from the 
| report of the committee, an extract from which | 
| have read, that California had creditors in this 
; matter at all. It was to refund to California 
; moneys which she had actually paid out. My 
| friend from Mississippi says the bill is merely to 
| carry out the law; but he is mistaken. I say 
| that it completely and totally changes the relation 
borne to California in 1854. We then dealt with 
her as aState. We directed the money to be paid 
into the treasury of the State. The bill before 


|| the House proposes to cancel the statute then 
the Congress of the United States that the United || 


passed, and, instead of making the payment into 
| the State treasury, that we shall be responsible to 
the bondholders. 


Mr. FAULKNER. 


not issued by the State at the time of the applica- 
tion on the part of the State? 

| Mr. ORR. Mr. Speaker, I have not traced 
the history of the bonds; but this House was not 

asked then to pay these bondholders. We were 

asked to refund to the State of California the 

amount of money which her Representatives here 





her citizens against Indian incursions. 
before me the debate which took place in this 
House in 1854 on this very proposition. I said 


to refund to — 
by her in defending her citizens from domestic or 
foreign violence. 


that the matter had not gone to a committee. I 


| had been submitted to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and that that committee had made its 
report. 1 believe the explanation was thoroughly 
satisfactory, and that for once the gentleman was 
silenced. Well, sir, I desire to read some of the 


this discussion. Here is the amendment which 
was offered by Mr. McDougali: 


amine into and ascertain the amount of expenses incurred 
by the State of California,in the suppression of Indian hos- 


anno Domini 1854, and that the amount of such expenses, 
when so ascertained, be paid into the treasury of the said 
State: Provided, That the sum so paid shall not exceed in 
amount the sum of $924,259 65; which amount is hereby 
appropriated out of any moneys in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated. 


suid: 


| 

| | do not rise 19 oppose the proposition of the gentleman 
| from California. [ have no doubt, from the manner in 
which it has been presented, of the merits of the question. 
I have no doubt that the State of California has incurred 
the expenses in question for the purpose of protecting her 
| frontier. For this expenditure she ought to be indemnified ; 
and Congress ought to indemnify her at this session. There 
might be, I imagine, some question of order raised on the 
| presentation of this amendment. But under the circum- 
| 
} 





stances it may be let pass. If there are meritorious claims 
involved in the case, and no doubt there are, it is immate- 





t0 dispose of them without hesitation. If the gentleman 
from California will admit of the amendment which I am 
about to propose to his amendment, | shall go for it with 
great cheerfulness, and [ think the House ought to adopt it 
with equal cheerfulness. The amendment! propose is this: 
Insert after the word ‘ incurred’ thie words ‘and now actu- 
ally paid.’ ”’ 


the section was passed by the two Houses of 
Congress, and became a law. 


alleged she had expended for the protection of | 
1 have || 


tilities within the said State, prior to the Ist of January, | 


I inquire of the gentleman | 
from “South Carolina whether these bonds were | 


on that occasion, as | said but a moment ago, that | 
I believed it was obligatory on the Government || 
State moneys justly expended | 


My friend from Virginia [ Mr. | 
Letcuer] was disposed to question the propriety | 
of the appropriation, and among other things said | 


replied, as the report of the debate shows, that it || 


remarks made by gentlemen who participated in | 


Sec. 3. 4nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary of | 
War be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to ex- | 


Mr. Parker, of Indiana, in speaking of this act | 


rial to me in what form they are presented. Congress ought | 


The bill passed in that shape; and in that shape | 


wn : y | this case at all. 
| protect the citizens of California against the in- |} 


2123 


Mr. DA VIS, of Maryland. Are the words of 
the law which the gentleman has read ure wor 
of the existing law? 

Mr. ORR. They are, with the amendment in- 
dicated by Mr. Parker, inserted tn 1 

Mr. QUITMAN: 1 wanld ask the gentler 
from South Carolina whether, as a law ye 
does not know that the payment of a debt might 
be made in some other mode than in cash—for 
instance, by bill of exchange, and, in the care of 
a State, by her bends? And whew payment 
to a State by her bands is not an actual payment 
within the law? 

Mr. ORR. It is hardly necessary for me to 
answer the legal question propounded by the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi, because it does not affect 
The House was not asked to 
deal with bondholders two years ago when the 
iaw was passed. Not at all. The House was 
then asked to deal with the sovereign State of 
California, and the act itself declared that there 
should be refunded to the treasury of California 





is 


r the 


| the money actually paid out by that State. I 


heard no intimation about bonds then. This.pro- 


* 3 ° 
vision was made in the Army appropriauion bill 


of 1854, two years ago. There has been in the 


| Tressury ever since, upwards of nine hundred 


thousand dollars, subject to the order of the au- 
thorities of California, whenever that State, by 


| vouchers or otherwise, should satisty the Secre- 


tary of War that the expenditure had been actu- 
allymade. Well, the Secretary of War, charged 
with the responsibility of seeing that this money 


| was not paid unless the State of Californm fur- 


| payment into the treasury of California. 


nished this evidence, has declined te make the 
j This 
bill is nota bill which proposes that less stringent 
vouchers shall be required. Notatall. ‘This bil 
does not propose to modify any view which the 
Secretary of War has taken in reference to this 


| question, but it proposes to change the whole 





direction of the appropriation—to assume that the 


| bonds were all corretly given, and that the money 


is to be paid, not to the State of California, but 
to the bondholders themselves. 

Now, sir, | have before me the statutes of the 
State of California for 1856, in which | find a bill 
relating to the debts of California, and providing 
for the redemption thereof. I find in that law 
that there are two classes of bondholders. There 
is the twelve per cent. class of bondholders, and 
the seven per cent. class. I find that it provides 
that all the twelve per cent. bondholders shall be 
paid the whole amvuunt of their bonds; while the 
»rovision in reference to the seven per cent. bond- 
Cie I confess, I have not been able to under- 
stand. Will either of the gentlemen from Cali- 
fornia explain to me what this law directs shall 
be done with the seven per cent. bondholders? 
The statute is in these words: 


** After setting apart and designating a sum sufficient to 
pay and discharge the twelve prr cent. bonds, aud interest 
coupons as aforesaid, the commissioners sha'l, by advertise 
mentin the manner as betore indicated, invite the holders 
of the seven per cent. war bonds, to present to said com- 
missioners sealed proposals for the redemption of such of 
said bonds as they may hold, setting forth in said adverti-e- 


| ment the amount of the outstanding bonds to be redeemed, 


with interest computed up to the time when they propose 
to redeem them, also, the amount of money set apart for 
their redemption.”’ 


Mr. HAVEN, in his seat, addressed a remark 
to Mr. Orr, which was not heard by the reporter. 

Mr. ORR. Itis suggested by the gentleman 
from ‘New York, that that law is very plain to 
his understanding. I confess that it is not very 
plain to me, for I never had any vert extensive 
dealings in the matter of bonds. He suggests 
that the provision in reference to the seven per 
cent. -bondholders is a proposition upon the part 
of the State of California to them, to know how 
little they will take for their bends. 

Now it seems that the Legislature of California 
knew that the appropriation of $924,000 was in 
adequate to pay all these war bonds—the twrive 
per cent. bonds and the seven per cent. bonds — 
and California proposes, in the first instance, to 
pay the twelve per cent bonds. I do not know 
whether the preference is given to them because 
they have more merit than the others, but, from 
the fact that they are to be paid to the full extent, 
I take it for granted that they have more merit 
than the others. California, desiring to diserim- 
inate between the bondholders, provides that the 
first shall be paid in full, and that the balance 
shall be paid according to the lowest bid. In 
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it—to know ! 
holds re would submit to be shaved. 


It is intimated that the difference between the 


two bonds is the difference between the seven 
and the twelve percent.interest. I think, myself, 
that the creditor of California who is receiving 
the smallest interest should commend himself to 
certainly equal consideration on the part of the 
Legislature with the creditor receiving twelve 
per cont. Now, sir, this bill which we have be- 


fore us, and the provisions of which my friend | 
from Mississippi thinks are merely in pursuance | 


of the law of Congress and of the law of Cali- 
fornia, is, | submit, with great deference to him, 


‘ 


nize the distinction made by the Legislature of 
California between the seven per cent. and the 
twelve per cent. bondholders. 


Mr. QUITMAN. If the gentleman will per- 


mit me, I willcorrect him by stating that it isthe | 
duty of the commissioners appointed by the State | 
of California, who shal! indorse the bonds with | 
the amounts due thereon to the Secretary of | 
War. To make the distinction is not our duty. | 


Mr. ORR. I do not know thatthe phraseology 


of the bill gives. the commissioners further au- | 


thority than to examine and certify the genuine- 


ness of the bonds, and the amount due on them. | 


The law is, that any and all of said bonds, prior 
to their redemption by the Secretary of War, 
sball be presented by the holder thereof to the 
commissioners appointed by the State of Califor- 
nia, under the act of the Legislature of said State, 
entitled ‘* An act concerning the war debt of this 
State, and for the redemption thereof,’? who 
shall compute the amount due on each bond on 
20th December, 1853, and indorse thereon the 


amount so found by them to be due, and shall | 


alse certify, by their indorsement on each bond, 
its genuineness. Is there any exception there? 
Is there any discretion confided to the commis- 
sloners appointed by that act to receive the twelve 


te cent. bonds, and to reject the seven per cent. | 


vonds? ‘The authority is general, and it provides 
for ‘*any and all’? of these bonds. After the 


commissioners have so performed their duties, 


the bill directs the Secretary of War to draw his | 


warrant in favor of the holder or holders thereof, 
for the amount indorsed thereon by the said com- 


missioners. And it directs the Secretary of the | 
Treasury to pay the same, provided that said | 


payment shall not, in the aggregate, exceed the 
amount of money appropriated by act of Con- 


gress approved August 5, 1854; and provided | 


further, that no payment shall be made except 
on such of the aforesaid bonds as are certified by 
seid commissioners and directed to be paid. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Il ask whether, by 
an act of the Legislature of California, commis- 
sioners have not been appointed to distribute this 
fund, and whether they are not instructed how 


to distribute it? And I ask whether—if that be | 
so, and if the act of 1854 directs the money to be | 
paid into the treasury of California—she has not | 


the right to appoint an agent to pay it according 
to her pleasure ? 

Mr. ORR. It might have been a very easy 
matter to have framed a bill to carry out the view 
indicated by the gentleman from Virginia; but the 
bill before us recognizes all of these bondholders, 


and entitles all of them pro rata. There is no dis- - 


cretion confided to these commissioners, except 
as to cerulying the amount due on the bonds 


That is all that this bill requires them to do. 
Well, sir, here is the State law, and here is the 
highest reason why the House should not pass 
this bill, You set out to deal first with the State 
of California, on the assumption, that certain 
moneys have been expended by that State, which 
you ought to refund. You required that State to 
do certain things to show that she has expended 
them. She fails to show it, or to show it to the 
satisfaction of the Secretary of War. You do not 
come here now with a bill to remedy that diffi- 
culty. You do not come here with a bill to modify 
the miterpretation given by the Secretary of War 
to the act. But you come and change the whole 
relations of the Government to that debt. You 
recognize the bondholders of California—the 
twelve per cent. and the seven per cent. bond- 
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»w much the seven per cent. bond- | 


quite different. I think be is totally mistaken. | 
the bill which we have before us does not recog- | 





the sum appropriated—¢924 ,000—is insufficient |! 
to pay the whole debt. And what will be the | 
result of it? You are to pay pro rata. This | 


other words, it is a proposition—if I understand | you, at the time, from the act of California, that || lature of that State, by a solemn a 


bill—say its friends—only asks you to pay the 


$924,000 already appropriated. “But when you | 


shall have paid on all these bonds seventy cents 
on the dollar, | ask you, if any member will rise 
in his place hereafter and object to these same 


bondholders when they come back and say, ** You | 


recognized our debt; you paid us seventy cents 
on the dollar, and now it will be an act of repu- 
diation on the part of Congress, unless you make 
the appropriation to pay the additional thirty cents 
on the dollar?”’ That 1s going to be the result of 
it. 


Mr. EUSTIS. I desire to know from the gen- |, 


tleman from South Carolina what he proposes to | 


do with this money appropriated two years ago, 
unless he intends to pay this debt, in whatever 


or otherwise? 

Mr. ORR. I will answer the question of my 
friend from Louisiana with great pleasure. The 
proposition which I make to him and to Califor- 
nia is this: bring to the House the report of the 
Secretary of War. Let us see whether the rea- 
sons which he has assigned for rejecting this debt 
are sufficient or insufficient. If we find that his 
reasons are insufficient—if we find that in any 


nia—then introduce a bill and correct the wrong. 
If you do not desire California to furnish vouch- 
ers for this debt, pass a law and say so; and also 


order the money to be paid direct to California. | 
If we once assume this debt to the bondholders | 
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OS 


gust 14, 


: rovides for 
shaving or scaling those bonds? How does it 


happen that, if these bonds are good—if the Star. 
has actually pledged its faith for their y, dem. 


| tion, the Legislature of that State has provided 


for scaling them? 

Mr. Speaker, I think the House ought to reject 
this bill; and, as 1 have said, if the State of C4). 
fornia will ask that the origiual act shall be modi. 
fied so as to obviate the difficulty of the Secretary 
of War, or that the $900,000 shall be paid direc;. 
ly into the treasury of California, I will support 
such a measure. 


Mr. DENVER. With the indulgence of th. 


| House, I will reply to some of the questions of 


the gentleman from South Carolina. The gen. 
tleman wants to know why the act of the Levis. 
lature of my State was passed, by which it ioe 
proposed that a portion of these bonds should be 


|| sealed? I can answer the gentleman only this 
shape presented, whether in the shape of bonds 


far, that the act was hurriedly passed in the clos. 


ing hours of the session, and it was altered cop. 


siderably from the form in which it was originally 


‘introduced. And I can say, further, that, so far 


as the bill now pending is concerned, all the par. 
ties who are interested are satisfied. The State 
of California is satisfied to have the bill pass in 


‘its present form. The creditors of the State 


of California are satisfied with the bill as it is; 


| and the officers of the Government here, to whom 
act he has done injustice to the State of Califor- |! 


the bill has been submitted, are satisfied with it as 


| itis. All we ask is, that the money shall be paid 


out which has been already appropriated for the 


| purpose for which it was appropriated. Weask 


for nothing more. We do not ask to apply the 
money, or any part of it, to debts which have 


—as you would by the passage of this act—there 
is no telling where the end would be. Besides, 
there is no priority between this Government and | 
the bondholders who are now asking the Gov- 


been contracted since the passage of the original 
| bill by Congress. I say again, that all the parties 
interested are satisfied with the bill as it is now 
presented; and the question now is, whether you 





ernment to pay these bonds. 


Mr. EUSTIS. If the gentleman from South 
Carolina will allow me to ask another question, 
1 desire to know whether the Secretary of War 
does not approve of this plan, or this node of 
paying the State of California the money due 
her? I desire to know further, whether the State 
of California has not appointed commissioners to 
adjust the payment of this debt? I desire to 
know if these commissioners do not recommend 
this mode of payment? and I desire to know how 
this money, which has been appropriated, and 
now lies in the Treasury, is ever to be paid out 
unless it is paid to those bondholders who fur- 
nished the money for suppressing these Indian 
hostilities ? 

Mr. ORR. The bondholders of the State of 
California have no claim on the Government of 
the United States. This Government has never 
obligated itself to pay one farthing to them. I 
do not know what may be the opinion of the 
Secretary of War on the subject. I have had no 
conference with him; and, sir, Ido not care what 
may be his opinions, they will not prevent me 
from discharging what I conceive to be my duty 
on the subject as a member of this House. 

Mr. EUSTIS. 1 ask the gentleman whether 


will force the State of California, longer to pay 
$7,000 per month interest which she has to pay 
upon this debt. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I ask the gentleman 
from California to state whether this appropria- 
tion will pay the entire amount? 

Mr. DENVER. It will more than pay the debt 
for which the appropriation was made. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Will it release this Goy- 


ernment from all obligations on the subject? 


Mr. DENVER. There were a small portion 


| of the claims which had not been settled at the 
' time, but which have been settled and allowed; but 
| this appropriation does not apply to them. 


As I said before, the only question is, whether 


_ you will longer delay the payment of this debt, 


upon which the State of California, for the last 
four or five years, has been paying interest at 
the rate of $7,000 per month? I demand the pre- 


vious question upon the passage of the bill. 
Mr. MAXWELL. I desire to ask the gentle- 


|, man one question before he demands the previous 


question. The gentleman from South Carolina 
| Mr. Onr} objected to this bill, because the money 
was to be paid to the bondholders. Now, I wish 
to know whether these bonds were issued to de- 


an ow £2 oo 


| terize the proceedings of the Senate. 
respectiveiy, and the genuineness of the bonds. || 


' fray the expenses of suppressing Indian hostili- 

| ties in the State of California, and whether any 

of them were for the payment of any other ex- 
penses? 

Mr. DENVER. Iam glad to have an oppor- 
| tunity to answer the gentleman. Those bonds 
| were issued for that identical purpose, and for 
| none other. I was one of the board of examiners 
_ of the claims presented, and I know that no bonds 
were issued except for that particular purpose, 


he has any baepach for the Senate of the United 
States, which body has passed this bill unani- 
mously, afier being recommended by the Secre- 
tary of War and by the Finance Committee? 

Mr. ORR. I suppose it would not be in order 
for me to answer that question. 


The SPEAKER. It is not inorder to charae- 


Mr. ORR. Well, Mr. Speaker, I have now 





presented very hastily my views upon the sub- || and that all accounts were scrutinized as closely 


ject of this bill. I do not think it ought to pass, || as it was possible to scrutinize them. 

for the reasons that 1 have indicated. If we un- 1 Mr. McMULLIN. Will the gentleman accept 
dertake to recognize the claims of these bond- || of an amendment? 

holders, we do not know where it willend. If Mr. DENVER. I will accept of no amend- 
the State of California will come forward and | ment. If the bill is to be voted down, let it be 
ask us to overlook the difficulties upon the part || voted down directly. If it be voted down, we 


| of the Secretary of War in settling these accounts, || shall come here year after year, and ask for the 


I am willing that it shall be done. I am willing || damages that may accrue from the unjust delay 


| to vote to pay this $900,000 into the Treasury of jroF Congress. I call for the previous question. 
| California, but I will not vote to recognize any 


claims upon the part of these bondholders. 


Mr. McMULLIN. I hope the call for the 
previous question will be voted down, so that! 
Now, sir, there is another point upon which |} can offer an amendment to the bill. 
I should like to hear from the gentleman from The previous question was seconded; and the 
California. It is this: if these bonds are what || main question was ordered to be put. 
they appear upon their face—all right, regular, Mr. ORR. I move that the bill be laid on the 


, and proper, I desire to know from the gentleman | table; and on that motion I ask the pesos nays. 
holders. You have the perfect knowledge before | from California, how it happens that the Legisla- . 


| The yeas and nays were ordere 





2 


e 





18.56. 


— 














the affirmative—yeas 108, nays 76, as follows: 


yEAS—Messrs. Albright, Barbour, Barclay, Henry Ben- 

» Bliss, Branch, Brenton, Burnett, Cadwalader, James 
et mpbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clingman, Williamson | 
ll Y. Cobb, Colfax, Cragin, Craige, Cumback, Damrell, 

Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edwards, Emrie, 


} 


I 


Day or, Foster, Giddings, Gilbert, Goode, Granger, Grow, 
on 3. Hall, Harian, Harrison, Haven, Hickman, Hollo- 
oa Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Houston, 
1 ‘ward, Hughston, George W. Jones, Kelsey, King, 


Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Letcher, Mace, | 
yatteson, MeCarty, McMullm, McQueen, Smith Miller, 

yilison, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Andrew Oliver, | 
Orr, Parker, Pearce, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Prin- 
sie, Purviance, Puryear, Ready, Ritchie, Rivers, Ruffin, 
Sage, Sapp, Savage, Scott, William Smith, Sneed, Spinner, | 
stanton, Stranahan, Talbott, Tappan, Thurston, Todd, | 
Trafton, Underwood, Valk, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, 


"The question was taken; and it was decided in | 
| 
| 
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NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. ° | 
Mr. PHELPS. I rise toa privileged a 


The committee of conférence upon the disagree- 
ing votes of the two Houses on the amendments 
of the Senate to House bill (No. 189) making 
appropriations for the support of the Navy for 
the year ending June 30, 1857, having met, after 
full and free conference have agreed to recom- 
mend to their respective Houses as follows: 
That the House agree to the first amendment of 
the Senate, with the following amendment: strike 
out the words “‘ and report,’’ in line third, and 
strike out the words ‘‘ of’’ and ‘‘a report,’’ in 
line five. 

To explain that, I will say that the first amend- 


Waldron, Bilihu B. Washburne, Welch, Wheeler, Wil- || ment of the Senate to this bill was in the follow- 


jams, Winslow, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—108. | 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Ball, Hendley S. Bennett, Ben- | 
sou, Billingburst, Bishop, Bocock, Bowie, Broom, Butfin- | 
ton, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Caruth- | 
ors. Caskie, Bayard Clarke, Clawson, Howell Cobb, Comins, | | 
Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Denver, Dow- | 
jell, Edie, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Eustis, Evans, || 
Faulkner, Florence, Heury M. Faller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, | 
Greenwood, J. Morrison Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Her- | 
bert, Kelly, Kennett, Lake, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Mar- | 
shall, Humphrey Marshall, Maxwell, Millward, Moore, 


ing words: 
To enable the Secretary of the Navy to publish the 
charts and report of the exploration of La Plata river and 


the charts and report of the surveys of the Behring’s straits 
expedition, $26,226. 


If the amendment recommended by the com- 


mittee ®e adopted, the only publication which 
will be made will be the charts of surveys of the 
La Plata, and the charts of the North Pacific. 


Norton, Peek, Pelton, Phetps, Porter, Powell, Quitman, || It is represented that, in the surveys of the North 


Ricaud, Richardson, Roberts, Rust, Sandidge, Shorter, 
Samuel A. Smith, Stewart, Swope, Taylor, Thorington, | 
Trippe, Tyson, Vail, Walker, Warner, Cadwalader C. | 


Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Daniel B. Wright, | ing charts; and as these seas are much frequented | 


Joon V. Wright, and Zollicoffer-——77. 
So the will was laid upon the table. 
Pending the call, 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, said he would change 
his vote from no to ay, in order that he might 
move a reconsideration. 

Mr. ORR. I move to reconsider the vote by | 
which the bill was laid upon the table; and also 
move that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. | 

Mr. HERBERT. I hope the gentleman will 
not press his motion to a vote until the bill has 
been printed and laid before members for their | 
consideration. If he will withdraw his motion, 
] will promise to have the bill printed at once. 

Mr. ORR. I should like to oblige my friend, 
but he must excuse me if I insist on my motion. | 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I demand the yeas | 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The motion to reconsider was laid on the table. | 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. THORINGTON, by unanimous consent, 
from the Committee on Public Lands, reported 
bills of the following titles; which were severally 
read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed: 

A bill to allow selection of lands, in lieu of the 





' 
' 
' 


purposes, in Minnesota ‘Territoi 


in Minnesota Territory; 

A bill authorizing the Legislature of Nebraska 
to select other lands in lieu of the sixteenth and 
thirty-sixth sections, where those are claimed by 
preemption, 

A bill to extend the northwestern limits of the 
State of Iowa; 

A bill for the sale of certain town lots in Iowa 
and Wisconsin; 

A bill granting land to the State of Iowa and 


the Territory of Minnesota, in alternate sections, | 


to aid in the construction of railroads therein 
named; and 

_ A bill granting alternate sections of land to aid 
in the construction of a railroad from MacGreg- 
or’s Landing to the Missouri river, in the State 


° 


of lowa. 
ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that that committee had examined 
and found truly enrolled a bill of the following 
title: An act for the relief of Isaac Adams. 

When the Speaker signed the same. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate by 





Pacific, they have laid down many islands on the 
new charts which are unknown upon any exist- 


by our whalers, the committee, on the part of the 
House, deemed it proper and right that these 


charts should be published for the benefit of the | 
| commerce of our country. } 
|, also the same thing in reference to the La Plata. 
| They recommend that the Senate agree to the 


They recommend 


House amendment to the second Senate amend- 
ment, with an amendment to insert after the 


|, words ** $400,” the words ‘“‘and one ration per | 
|; day.”” 


“he second Senate amendment was as follows: 


That each purser of a sloop of war, or other vessel 
smaller than a frigate, shall be authorized to appoint a clerk 


in lieu of the steward heretofore allowed, subject to the | 


approval of the commanding officer of such vessel; and 


such clerk shall have the privileges allowed to the clerk of | 
the commanding officer, and his yearly compensation shall 


be the same as that now allowed by law to midshipmen : 


ind provided further, That the compensation of the clerk | 


of the commandant at Philadelphia shall be the same as 


those at Boston and Norfolk, which shall be paid for the | 
last and present fiscal year as estimated and appropriated. | 


The House amended that amendment of the 
Senate by striking out all after the words ** and 


his yearly compensation shall be,’’ and inserting, | 


in lieu of the part stricken out, the words ** $400.’ 
| ‘The committee recommend that the Senate 


|| agree to that amendment of the House, with an | 
|; amendment to add, after the words ** $400,’’ the 

|| words ‘‘and one ration per day.”’ 
|| give to the clerk what every man in the Navy of | 
|| the same grade now receives. 
sixteenth and thirty-sixth seetions, for school || 


The third amendment of the Senate was as 


i : || follows: 
A bill for an asylum for deaf, dumb, and blind, || 


For constructing a powder magazine at San Francisco, 


|| @119,302 11. 


The committee recommend that the Senate re- | 
In reference to this | 


cede from that amendment. 
matter I have only to my that the estimate for 
that work was submitte 


difficulty in reference to the land titles in the 


|| State of California; and, as we understand that 


some claim is set up to the island upon which 
| the magazine is proposed to be built, we were 
not willing that the magazine, if built at all, 


| should be buil€ at San Francisco, but at the navy- | 
|| yard. Therefore, we recommend that the Senate | 


recede from that amendment. 


leaves in so much of the Senate amendment as 
provides for publishing the charts of the surveys 


| of the two expeditions; it gives to the purser’s | 


clerk one ration per day in addition to his salary 
| of $400, and strikes out the appropriation for the 
| powder magazine at San Francisco. 


| “Teall the previous question upon agreeing to | 


| the report of the committee. 


| The previous question was seconded, and the | 


main question ordered to be put; and under the 


operation thereof, the report of the committee of | 


Aspury Dicxins, their Secretary, notifying the |, conference was agreed to. 


House that the Senate had agreed to the report of | 


ONAL GLOBE. 


ee 


That would | 


at avery late day; and | 
furthermore, we were aware that there was some | 


If the report of the committee is adopted, it | 


Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider the vote by | 
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NASHVILLE CUSTOM-HOUSE, ETC. 
Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. I ask the unanimous 


consent of the House ikat the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union be discharged 
from the further consideration of the bill (H. R 
No. 209) authorizing the construction of a build- 
ing at Nashville, Tennessee, for a custom-house, 
post office, and United States court-room, and if 
objection is made | move to suspend the rules to 
enavle me to make that motion. 

Objection was made. 

The question was taken; and the rules were 
suspended. 

The Committee of the Whole was then dis- 
charged from the further consideration of said 
bill, and it was reported to the House for eon- 
sideration. 

The question being on ordering the hill to be 
engrossed, and read a third time, 


Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, offered the follow- 
ing amendment: 

Strike out all after the word “ rooms,’’ in the seventh line, 
and insert: 

And there is hereby appropriated out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sums of 
money herealter mentioned : The sum of $50,000 for con 
structing a building at Ogdensburg, New York, fora custom 
house, post office, and United States court rooms; the sum 
of $50,000 for constructing a building at Jefferson city, 
Missouri, for accommodation of the Federal courts and a 
post office; the sum of 850,100 for constructing a building 
at Galena, Ulinois, for a custom-house and post office; the 
sum of $20,000 for constructing a building at Perth Amboy 
New Jersey, fora custom house and post office; the sum 
of $88,000 for constructing a building at Knoxville, Ten- 
nesseé, for a custom house, post office, aud United States 
court rooms ; the sum of $88,000 for constructing a build- 
ing at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, for a custom-house 
post office, and United States court-rooms ; the sum of 
|| $9,870 for tencing and grading the grounds, and furnishing 

and completing the custom house at Barnsteble, Massa 
chusetts ; the sum of $5,000 for inelosing and grading the 
lot, constructing pavements and cisterns, and introducing 
gas for the custom. house at Oswego, New York; the sum 
of $5,313 for bridging the Kenduskeag stream on each side of 
the custom house at Bangor, Maine, trom the middle bridge 
to the lower bridge ; the sum of $20,000 for changing the plan 
and adding another story to the custom-house at Sandusky, 
Ohio; the sum of $50,000 for coustructinga building at 
Springfield, Illinois, for the use of the United States courts, 
and for a post office, and a land office ; the sum of $50,000 
} for constructing a building at Columbia, South Carolina, for 
the use of the United States courts, and post office ; the 
sum of $50,000 for constructing a building at Madison, 
|| Wisconsin, for the use of the United States courts, and a 
post office ; and, in addition to the sums hereby appropriated 
for the construction of buildings at Ogdensburg, Galena, 
Nashville, Knoxville, Portsmouth, Perth Amboy, Spring- 
field, Columbia, and Madison, there shall be apprdnrlised, 
outof any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated, a sufficienPamount for purchase of sites for said buiid- 
ings, and ten per cent. thereon, to cover the contingent 
|| expenses for architects, superintendents, advertising. &e. : 
Provided, That no money hereby appropriated shall be used 
or applied for the purpose mentioned, until a valid title to 
the Jand for the sites of such buildings shall be vested in the 
United States, and until the States of Tennessee, Lllinois, 
|| lowa, New York, New Hampshire, South Carolina, Wis. 
|| consin, and New Jersey, shall also tluly release and relin- 
|| quish to the United States the right to tax, or in any way 
|| assess, said sites, or the property of the United States that 
may be thereon during the time that the United States may 
be or remain the owner thereof. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Seeretary of 
the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause a 
building to be erected at Dubuque, Lowa, suitable for the 
accommodation of the custom -house, post office, and court 
house at that place, and that for this purpose the same sum 
as that which has been, or may be, appropriated for a sim- 
ilar building at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, be, aod the same 
hereby is, appropriated; out of any money in the Treasury 
|| not otherwise appropriated. 
|| Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That none of the vaid 
|| moneys appropriated for said buildings by this act, or here 
|| tofore appropriated for the purposes mentioned, ebal) be 
used or applied for the purposes for which they are appro- 
priated, unless the same shall be sufficient in each case to 
complete the building in such case fully, and entirely ac 
complish the object tor which the appropriation m this act 
|| is made. And the Secretary of the ‘Treasury is hereby pro- 
hibited from using or applying any of the moneys aforesaid, 
in any one case, until he shall have made a contract, with 
such security as he shall approve, for the comp!etiun of the 
| entire building and work in such case, at a sum not exceed- 
ing the sum of money appropriated and expended in such 
ease. And the Secretary of the Treasury shall enter into 
no contract, either conditional or final, which shall involve 
an expenditure, in any one case, beyond the sum appropri 
| ated and remaining unexpended in such case. And in all 
eases where euch unexpended appropriations shall be in 
sufficient to complete the entire work, in sueh case the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall suepend all action in re 
lation thereto, and shall report to Congress, on the first 
day of the session, the condition of the work in suct: case, 
and shall lay before Congress such plans and estimates as, 
in his judgment, may be proper for the compietion of the 
work. 


k 
Mr. CARLILE. I rise toa question of order. 


the committee of conference on the disagreeing || which the report was agreed to, and also moved || Lsubmit that it is not in order to receive that 
votes of the two Houses on the Navy appropria- |-that the motion to reconsider be laid upon t 


tion bill. 


| table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


omnibus bill by way of an amendment to the bill 
proposed by the gentleman from Tennessee. 
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The SPEAKER. On what ground? 
Mr CARLILE. On the ground that the bill 

itself provides for the erection of a post office 

and custom-house in the city of Nashville, 
whereas this amendment provides for the erection 
of all sorts of buildings all over the Country - 

The SPEAKER. I[t has been repeatedly de- 
cided by the House, that where a proposition.is 
before the House it may be amended by adding 
another proposition of the same character. 

Mr. HOUSTON,  T raise a question of order, 
that the appropriations in the amendment now 
proposed have not been considered inthe Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
therefore are not in order to be considered by the 
House. 

The SPEAKER. The question being raised, 
the Chair is of opinion that the proposition 


making appropriations must be considered in, | 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
Che 133d rule says that all proceedings touching 
appropriations of mopey shall be first discussed 
in the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. | 
Mr. HARRIS. 1 understand that the rules 
have been suspended for the purpose of consid- 
ering the bill; and it is therefore subject to amend- 
mentin the House as well as other bills. 
Mr. SPEAKER. The rules of the House were 
suspended to admit the bill, and that Will can be | 
amended within the rules of the House. But if 


‘the amendment proposed by the gentleman from 


Illinois provide for appropriations of money, 
the Chair is of opinion that it must be first con- 
sidered in the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. - 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Do [ understand the 
Chair to decide that where a bill has been con- 
sidered in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union as this has been—because that 
is the effect of its consideration being dispensed 
with by a majority of the House—and brought 
to the House, it cannot be amended by having 
an additional appropriation inserted ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion 
that the amendment moved by the gentleman from 
Illinois is not in order. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
take an appeal. 

Mr. WASHIBURNE, of Illinois. I call the 
attention of the Speaker to a precisely similar 
case —as T understand it—where the Speaker 
ruled the amendment in order. The case was 
one where a motion had been ma@e to take up a 
certain joint resolution from the Speaker’s table 
and put it on its passage; and the question was 
raised, whether certain amendments offered, con- | 
taining appropriations, would have to go to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. The Speaker overruled that point of 
order; an appeal was taken, and the Speaker was 
sustamed., 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recollects no such 
decision. 

Mr. COBR, of Georgia. No such decision has 
been made by the Chair this session. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 think the gen- | 
tleman from Ithoois is under a misapprehension. 

Mr. WASHBURNE,. It was a case almost 
precisely similar to this, 

Mr. JONES. My recollection is, that the rules 
were suspended to take up a bill making an ap- 
propriation for a particular object. The point of || 
order was made, that the rules were not suspended 
requiring it to be considered in committee, be- 
cause it made an appropriation. The Speaker 
overruled the question of order, upon the ground 
that he had stated the question distinctly; that 
the moGon was to suspend the rules for the pur- 
— of allowing the bill to be considered in the 

Rouse, 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 


From that decision I 


sions, if the House suspends its rules to consider || 
a particular bill, the suspension of the rules ex- 
tends to the offering ofany amendment which may 
be legitimely attached to it. I recollect cases in 
which that decision has been given. 
Mr. COBB. If this debate is in order, I desire 
to say a word or two two sustaining the decision 
of the Chair. I will simply call the attention of || 
the ileuse toa decision pronounced by the Chair || 


It seems to || 
me that, under the decisions made on many occa- || 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


|| Chair then ruled,as he has ruled now, and the 


when you have suspended the rules to consider 


a particular bill, any amendment to that bill isin | 
order which is not in conflict with the rules of || 
This amendment would now be in }} 
order to the bill before the House, but for the | 
| rule which requires that all appropriations shall | 
be considered first in a Committee of the Whole | 


the House. 


House. Why, sir, the gentleman from Maine 


says that the House has suspended all its rules. H 


Now, suppose it were proposed to offer an amend- 
ment which was not germane to the subject of 
the bill: according to the principle indicated by 


' the gentleman from Maine, the House having 
| suspended allits rules, no objection could be made 


to it. But, sir, my only object in rising was to 
call the attention of the House to the manifest 
correctness of-the decision of the Chair. 
to lay the appeal on the table. 


Mr. STANTON. lLhope the gentleman will 


| withdraw the motion for asingle moment. 


Mr. COBB. Other gentlemen aroun@® me re- 
quest that | should adhere to the motion. I de- 
cline to withdraw it. 

The question was taken; and the appeal was 
laid on the table—ayes one hundred and nine, 
noes not counted. 


Mr. SNEED. I now move to suspend the rule | 
which requires that this particular proposition | 
should be considered in the Committee of the | 


Whole. 


Mr. HOUSTON. We are acting under a sus- | 


pension of the rules, and another motion to sus- 
pend is not in order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the mo- 
tion to suspend is not in order at this time. 

Mr. SNEED. I then move to commit the bill 
now before the House, to the Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union; and I make the | 


motion with the consent of the friends of the 
bill. 


Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. I move that the House | 


adjourn. 
I'he motion was not agreed to. 


The bill was then committed to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. GREEN WOOD moved to reconsider the | 
| vote by which the bill was committed; and also | 
moved to “4 the motion to reconsider on the | 


table; which latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. SNEED. I now move that the rules be 


suspended, and that the House resolve itself into | 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union for the purpose of considering the bill just | 


referred thereto. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. I desire to 
know if the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Harris] was sent to the com- 


mittee with the bill? 


The SPEAKER. The amendment was not 
entertained by the Chair. 


Mr. SNEED demanded tellers upon his mo- | 


tion. 


Tellers were ordered;and Messrs. W asHBURNE, | 


of lilinois, and CaRr.ice, were appointed. 

The question was taken; ond the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 70, noes 74. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 


| suspend the rules, in order that the Committee of 


the Whole on the state of the Union may be dis- 


| charged from the further consideration of the bill | 
(H. R. No. 209) to authorize theconstruction of | 
| a building at Nashville, Tennessee, fora custom- 


house, post office, and United States court-room, 


that it may be considered in the House, together | 


with the amendment of the gentleman from Lli- 


| nois, (Mr. Harris. ] 


Mr. HOUSTON. The amendment has not 
Been referred to the committee. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment not having 
been received in the House, was not referred to 


| the committee. The Chair will modify its ruling 


upon the second question raised. The rules of 


| the House having been suspended to consider the 
_ specific bill moved by the gentleman from Ten- 


nessee, which provides for an appropriation, it 
will be in order to consider that. bill in the House; 
and an amendment relating to the same subject, 
and being germane, may perhaps be moved under 


a few days ago, when this very question came |/"" suspension of the rules, for the es of re- 


up, touching one of the appropriation bills. The 


ceiving that amendment. The Chair ie of the 


{| opinion that the rules having been sus 
| House acquiesced in the decision. It is true that, 


I move || 


A 
ugust 15, 
' pended to 
| receive the bill of the gentleman from Tenness 
| a second motion to suspend the rules to consid, 
the amendment will be in order; and he : 
that the precedents will sustain him in t} 
ion. 

The question was taken on the Motion to » 
pend the rules, and it was disagreed to: th - 
being, on a division, only fifty-eight in the 
' ative. 
| Mr. WASHBURNE. Ido not wish to take 
/up any more of the time of the House, furthp, 

than to give notice that I will, to-morrow if | 
can get the floor, move to suspend the rules 
| bring this bill into the House, and put it on jt, 
| passage. 


DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR SYSTEMs, 


Mr. PENNINGTON. I ask the unanimons 

| consent of the House to report back from the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs a bill (H.R. No 

| 594) to regulate the diplomatic and consular 
tem of the United States. 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. I move to suspend the 

|| rules for that purpose; and on that motion | de. 

|, mand the yeas and nays. 

| ‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I have risen for the pur- 
pose of submitting a motion to the House, either 
to take a recess until seven o’clock, or to adjoury 

| As I prefer that the House should ‘adjourn, | 
make that motion. 

| Mr. FAULKNER demanded the yeas and 

| nays. ‘ 

The yeas and nays were‘not ordered. 

Mr. SEWARD called for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

Mr. MeMcutin’s motion was agreed to; and 
thereupon (at four o’clock and forty-five minutes) 

| the House adjourned until to-morrow, at eleven 
|| o’clock, a. m. 
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IN SENATE. 
Fripay, August 15, 1856. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dray, 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore signed the fo!- 


| lowing enrolled bills, Which have hitherto received 
| the signature of the Speaker of the House: 

An act for the relief of Isaac Adams; 

An act to authorize and direct the settlement 

of the accounts of the Bank of the State of Mis- 

| souri for money advanced for the subsistence and 
|| transportation of volunteers; and 
|| An act for the relief of Cezaire Wallace, of the 
| parish of Bossier, State of Louisiana. 
| 
| 


DAILY RECESS. 


| Mr. HUNTER. I wish to submit a motion, 
|| by general consent, that to-day, and each day 
|| hereafter, the Senate take a recess from four till 
six o’clock. We shall be obliged to sit at nights 
'| to get through with the appropriation bills. | 
| hope there will be no objection to my submitting 
| that motion. 

Mr. SEWARD. That does not include Mon- 
'' day, I suppose. 
\| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senate 
| will adjourn on Monday, at twelve o’clock. 

Mr. SEWARD. Then it is only for to-day 
| and to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EMIGRANTS TO KANSAS. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I have the proceedings 


| of a mass convention of the citizens of [)linois, 
| held in Lexington, McLean county, in reference 
to the treatment of citizens of that county, and 
other counties of Illinois, on their way to Kansas. 
'| These proceedings set forth the details of the 
| various indignities; and but for the fact that it 
| would take-up the time of the Senate, I should 
|| like to have them read. The names are givel ol 
|| the settlers who left Illinois with their families 
|| for the purpose of settling in Kansas Territory. 
1 They left with their wagons, tools, and imple- 
| ments of husbandry, in the way that is usual for 
_ emigrants passing to the western country. These 
| parties, while on their way to Kansas, and —_ 
» were stoppe 

en from them, 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 





within a few miles of the Territo 
by armed men, their property 
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y are still detained in the State of Mis- | should like to except. 





ant d the’ 


i. They went as peaceable emigrants. They || 
aourl. 


j their homes in MeLean county, Hlinois, 
ee ey had resided. The y were respec tab le 
- oe citizens of that coun ty. Connected 

| oeedinil of the meeting are certifi- 
fom a number of individuals of the county 


W 


\ wi jie 
MI, a0. NTER. We have so little time that I 
 interpose a qui stion of order. The Senator 
., ruzht to make a brief statement, but not tu 
ce the whole contents of the papers. I would 
al make the point but that we have so > little time 


ft. 
~ Mr. TRUMBULL. 

precious, and | will take but a moment more. I 
oe ul desire to occupy some little time, but for 
she fact which the Senator has suggested. 1 will 
he as brief as I can in stating what I think are 

e points of the petition, and not read them. 

A nut mber of the citizens of McLean county 
fy to the credibility aul peaceable character 

‘se emigrants, and among others the sheriff 
he clerk of the county. Accompanying these 
eedings is also the affidavit of one person 
went with the Chicago company, detailmg 
manner in which he started for Kansas, and 
conduct of that company, and showing that 

y started for the purpose of becoming bona 

e settlers of the Territory. He gives in detail 
the treatment which they received. Their prop- 
rty was taken from them by violence, and they 
were turned back without ever being permitted 

land in the Territory. 

Ul this was done. Persons came on board 
th vat, and broke open their trunks. The in- 
ial states that his trunk’ was searched, and 

tells + thi parties by whom it was done. 

One resolution adopted by the convention re- 
juests that the proceedings be presented to Con- 
gress for such action as may be proper in such 

ses. I therefore move that they be referred to 
the Committee on Territories. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PETITION. 


Mr. JONES, of lowa, presented a petition of 

us of Lowa, praying for the establishment of 

ttl route from MacGregor’s Landing to Osage, 

in that State; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. HUNTER, from the 


nance, to whom were referred the amendments 
of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 202) making 
appropriations for the legislative, executive, and 
ae ial expenses of the Government for the year 

nding the 30th of June, 1857, and for other pur- 
poses, amended and disagreed to by the House 
of Representatives, reported thereon. The Sen- 

proceeded to consider the report; and 


On motion of Mr. HUNTER, it was 
Ressived, That the Senate insist on their amendments to 
said bil, amended and disagreed to by the House of 
Representatives, and asked a conierence on the disagreeing 
voles OF the two Houses thereon. 


On motion of Mr. HUNTER, it was 


Ordered. 


That the committee of conference on the part 
Of the Senate be appuinted by the President pro tempore. 


Mr. Hunter, Mr. Stmexz, and Mr. Fisn 
Were appointed. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 
lr. HUNTER. 


to whom were referred the amendments of the 


Senate to the bill CH. R. No. 71) making appro- | 


rauions for the current and contingent expenses 
of the Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty 
supwlations with the various Indian tribes, for 


the year ending the 36th of June, 


action, 


otler the following resolution, which will be, in 
efivet, to —s the bill as the House sent it back: 

Re solve 
the House “M4 the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. 
R. No, a) numbered 29, 36. 43, and 55; and that the Sen- 
“te recede from their amendments to said bill disagreed to 
a ~~ House, numbered 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 

us. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 am not willing 
to agree to that report. There is one amendment 
to this bill—I do not know its number—which I 


of Faribault. 


| that subject. 


| the Faribault case from the 2 


I am aware that time is 


| House to our amendments. 


He states particularly 


Committee on Fi- | 


sion of Congress, whether, in his judgment, the 


The Committee on Finance, | 


13857, have 
azreed, after examining the action of the House, | 
to recommend that the Senate coneur in that | 
They have, therefore, instructed me to | 


That the Senate concur in the amendments of 


arenes 


A 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GORD. 


It provides for the case 
I think the Government of the 
| United States has disgraced itself long enough on 

Mr. HUNTER If the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs,| Mr. Sx BASTIAN, | wishes 
a conference, let us aeree to the actiem of t 


iw 


House as far as we can, and insist on those 
amendments on which he desires a conference. 
Mr. JONES, f Tennessee 1 desire toexcept 


eneral agreement. 
The ? PR E SIDEN’ r pro temper re. Wi) is th le 
number of the amendment to which the Sena Alor 
refers ? 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I am told it is 


| No. 67. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. 
osition of the chairman of the 
nance, to agree to the 


Conimittee on Fi- 
amendments made 
We can with rrenat 
propriety do that. Then | desire to move that 
the Senate insist on these amendments, to which 


| the House has disagreed. 


Mr. BIGLER. ‘That will leave the Faribault 
case for the committee of conference. 

The House amendments to the Senate amend- 
ments were concurred in; and the amendments 
of the Senate, to which the House disagreed, 


were insisted on, and a conference asked upon | 


them. Mr. 


Pearce, Mr. Sesastian, and Mr. 
‘Toomss, were appointed the conferees on the 
part of the Senate. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 427) 
making additional appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the ye arending the 30th of June, 
1857, re porte d it with amendments. 

He also, from the same committee, to wham 
was referred the House joint resolution, (J. R. 
No. 26) giving an increased compensation to all 
the laborers in the employment of the executive 
and legislative departments of the Government, 
in the city of Washington, reported it with an 
amendment. 


Mr. JAMES, from the Committee on Naval 


Affairs, reported the Tollowing resolution; which 


' was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed 


to: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be 


requested to communicate to the Senate, at the next ses 
defenses and the be 


Atlantic sea. board, or the change of location thereof. 


Mr. PUGH, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be au- 
thorized to employ a clerk at the same annual compensa 
tion that is paid to the clerk of the Committee on Finance 
of the Senate. 

The considerations of the resolution being ob- 
jected to, it lies over for one day, under the rules. 

Mr. WADE, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 331) 
for the relief John Otis, reported it without 
amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the memorial of Robert Harrison, pray - 
ing that his claim under the ninth article of the 
treaty of 1819, with Spain, may be referred to 


the Court of Claims, re porte ‘d the following reso- 1) 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the memorial of Robert Harrison, together 


with the papers on the files of the Senate relating thereto, 
be referred to the Court of Claims. 


Mr. LVERSON, frem the Committee on Claims, 
to whom were referred the following bills, re- 
ported them without amendment: 


An act (H. R. No. 269) for the relief of the | 


sureties of the late Lieutenant Charles E. Jarvis, 
United States Army. 

An act (H. R. No. 
tain Thomas Ap Catesby Jones. 


Mr. WELLER, from tie Committee on Mili- | 


tary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
R. No. 11) for the relief of J. W. Todd, a lieu- 
tenant of ordnance in the United States Army, 
whe orted it without amendment. 


from th 


If the Senator from Arkansas 
| desires a committee of conference, let him move 
| it. 
I will accede to the prop- 


by the 


| ve ry valuable one 


national | 
st interests of the country call tor the | 
| discontinuance of any navy-yard or naval station on the 


from the Committee on the Judi- | 
| ciary, reported the following resolution: 


275) for the relief of Cap- 
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Claims. to whom were referred the following bills 
Court of Claims, passed by the House 
tives, reported them without amend- 


resenu t 





of Rey 
ment: 
An act (H.R. No. 3) for the relief 
M. Lindsay; 
\n act (H. R. No. 4) 
; | 


of Tames 
for the relief of Salvador 


An act (LI. R. No. 6) for the relief of William 


, from the same committee, submitted 
. ” 
the tollowing reseluuion; which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the House of Representatives be requested 
to return to the Senate Senate bill (No. 317) for the relief of 
Witham Hl. Chase, a bill originating in the House for the 
same vbject being vow betore the Senate. 


EMPLOYES OF THE SENATE. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted thx 
which, on motion of Mr. Evans, was 
referred to the Committee to Audit und Control 
the Contingeut Exp nses of the Senate: 


Le following 
resoliuuiony;s 


Resolved, That there be allowed and paid to 


boys the same salary that is paid to the mes 
service of the Senate. 


the mate 
sengers in the 


Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution; 
which, on motion of Mr. Evans, was referred to 
the Committee to Audit and Control the Contin- 
gent Exp. nses of the Senate: 

Resolved, That the salary of the superintendent of the 
document room of the Senate shall be $1,600 per annam, 
and that the salaries of the two assistants in said document 
room shall each be $1,500 per annum, to take effect from 
the Commencement of the present fiscal year. 


PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS. 
Mr. FITZPATRICK, from the Committee on 


Printing, who were instructed to inquire into the 
subject, reported the following resolution: 
Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the Senate, 
in quarto form, five thousand copies, in addition to Uie usual 
number. of the report proper of the commissioner on the 
Mexican boundary, with the maps accompanying said re- 
port; and two thousand additional copies of the appendix, 
contauming the reports on the botany and natural history of 
the country adjacent to said boundary, to be paid tor out of 
the fund appropriated for running the said boundary, and that 
two hundred and fiity copies of tne former and twenty five 
copies of the latter be furnished to the said Commissioner, 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. The cost of the five 
thousand copies will be €36,166. The work is a 
>and | may mention one sineu- 
lar fact as an argument in favor of printing the 
report. The commissioner performed the service 
on which he was sent for $100,000 less than the 
amount appropriated for the I! am not 
aware of any other tustance of this kind. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK, from the Committee on 
Printing, to whom the subject was 
reported the following resolution: 


purpose, 


referred, 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the Senate 
the w ual number and five thousand additional copies of the 
message Of the President, to the House of Representatives, 
of commercial statisties of different nations, with the 
accompanying documents, 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. The estimate for t 
printing is $13,450. The document is one of 
ereat value, aud the commitiee recommend the 
publication of five thousand copies — only half 
the number specified in the order of the Senace 
referring the subject to our investigation, 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


ADVANCES BY VERM NT. 
Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Mil- 


itary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
R. No. 360) to reimburse the State of Ve rmont 
the expenses incurred by her in paying her mili- 
tia, called out in 1838 and 1839 to preserve the 
neutrality of the country, reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. FOOT. lask the unanimous consent of 
the Senate to put the bill on its passage at once 
There can be no objection to it when it is under- 
stood. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
unanimous consent. he Chair hears no 0 
tion. The bill is before the Senate as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. FOOT. Mr. President, I have only to say 
that this bill a propriates. the sum of $4,009 18 
to reimburse the State of Vermont for moneys 


It requires 
' 


1eC- 
te 


Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on |! aetually appropriated from her own treasury and 
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expended in paying a portion of her militia called 
out at the request of the War Department of the 
Tinited States by the Governor of Vermont in 
1838 and 1839, for the purpose of maintaining our 
neutrality laws, and of protecting the persons and 
property of our citizens along the frontier, be- 
tween the State of Vermont and the province of 
Canada. The claim is based upon appropriations 
actually made and expended by the State, and 
without interest, although the money was ex- 
nended some nineteen years ago; so that the 
interest, if computed, is more than the principal. 
But all we ask, and all this bill proposes, is the 
payment of the principal. The claim has been 
favorably considered by the House at different 
times since 1839, and has failed only for want 
of the concurrent action of the two Houses at 
the same Congress, It has never been reported 
upon adversely by either House. The claim is 
a just one, aclear one, and rests upon the au- 
thority of precedent, of principle, and the observ- 
ance of good faith. It would seem to be rather 
ungracious to reject this small claim, when you 
are appropriating hundreds of thousands and 
millions annually to different States and Territo- 
ries to indemnify them for expenses incurred for 
suppressing Indian hostilities. Nine hundred 
and thirty thousand dollars have been appropri- 
ated, at onee, to the State of California for this 
purpose. Other States have been indemnified by 
the General Government for expenses incurred in 
suppressing insurrections along our fronuers. 

‘The services out of which this claim grows 
‘were deemed necessary by the War Depariment 
and by the executive authority of Vermont, in 
order to maintain the integrity of our neutral re- 
lations, which were seriously threatened, at the 
time, along the Canada borders. 

It will appear, from the correspondence in the 
ense, that the attention of the Governor of the 


State of Vermont was called to the situation of the | 
Canadian frontier by the Secretary of State of the | 


United States, by letter bearing date the 7th De- 
cember, 1837, and requiring him to use every 
means and effort in his power to preserve the 
neutral relations of the United States, at that time 
threatened by armed refugees from Canada, who 
were collected upon the borders, but within the 
territories of the United States. 
from the evidence as embodied in the House report 
upon this subject, that, on the Sth of January, 
1838, Governor Jenison, then the chief executive 
magistrate of the State of Vermont, received di- 
rections from the War Department to place such 
a militia force under the orders of Major General 
Scott, then commanding on the northern frontier, 
as he might deem necessary and proper for its 
protection. It further appears, from the evidence 
embraced in the House report, that General Scott 
assigned the command of that portion of the fron- 
tier lying along the northern line of Vermont to 
Brigadier General Wool, and at the same time 
addressed a letter to the Governor, authorizing 
one brigade to be placed under his orders, in case 
he should deem it necessary. 


It also appears, | 


It further appears, from the evidence in the case, 


as collated in the House report, that General 
W ool, on his first visit, did not consider it neces- 
sary tocallany militia force into the field; but that, 


in the course of the month of February, 1838, when | 


Lake Champlain was impeded with ice, and the 
crossing was hazardous, and General Wool being 
at that time on the opposite side of the lake, in the 
State of New York, an insurgent foree—or what 
was then called a Canadian patriot force—having 
broken open and robbed the arsenal at Elizabeth- 
town, in the State of New York, collected in arms 
on the borders of Vermont, and within the ter- 
ritories of the United States, while an equal num- 
ber of armed men, under the authority of the local 


overnment of Canada, were collected on the | 


Janadian side of the same frontier. 
proceeds further to state: 


The report | 


** This undisciplined Canadian force, whether prompted | 


by the conduct of the refugees established within our limits, 
or from whatever other motive, surreptitioasly and in small 
bands crossed into the territories of the United States, and 
burnt and destroyed a large amount of property belonging 


to the peaceable citizens of Vermont, threatening, in par- | 
ticular, the towns of Swanton, St. Albans, Highgate, and | 


Alburg; that the latter town raised &@ company of militia 
tor their own protection, which was afterwards approved 
of by the Governor of ‘the 

applied to the Governor, and to General Wool, and, at the 
instance of the latter; was ordered out iu the month 
of Bebruary, 1838; but, they wére mustered, the 


State. The rést of the towns | 


| calling out the militia paid by the State of Vermont was 


| trality 


| the years 1838 and 1839, for the purpose of protecting the 
| frontiers between this State and the province of Canada, as 
| follows, to wit: 


| Tothe 12th regiment, by act of Ociober 24, 1840, 
| ‘To Lawrence Brainerd, by act of November 11, 


| To town of Alburg, by act of November 7, 1842, 
To Jerome J. Beardsley, by act of 1847....... 


| Making in all the sum of......... 


[u. 8.] 


| To the selectmen of the town of St. 


| To the selectmen of 


| To the seleetmen of 





having delivered up their arms and dispersed. 
“ The committee have concluded that the necessity for | | 


such, arising from the danger of a violation of our neu- 
, Which was then imminently threatening, as to justify 
the conduct of the Governor of Vermoutand General Wool, 
and to ob®iate the fact of their militia not having been mus- 
tered into the service being set up as an objection to the 
allowance of this claim; and they, therefore, without going 
further into the merits of the case, content themselves with 
appending hereunto the letter of the then Governor of Ver- 
mont, addressed to the Hon. John Smith, a member of the | 
House, in T2840, a statement of the moneys expended by 
Vermont in paying her militia, and defraying their expenses, 


So. he Y 


| order was counterinanded, in consequence of the re 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 


'| provide for the ascertaining of the rel 
| of the coinage of the United States and 


| tar 


to a second reading. 


—_—- 


August 15, 


fugees || writing, and a joint resolution (S. R. No. 42 ‘e 


ALIVE Value 


ond : : Grea: 
Britain, and fixing the relative value of the ar 
coins of the two countries. - 
“he resolution was read a first time,and Ordered 


Mr. PEARCE. As this resolution simply 


| authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury to hays 


certain inquimes answered, and a report made in 


| relation to the subject to which it refers, { }, . 


| and with reporting the accompanying bill, which they re- |} 
} commend be passed by the House.”’ 


I will also present the certificates from the }| 


Secretary of State and Treasurer of the State, | 


| showing the items of expenditure and the sums 
| expended by the State, for the militia called out | 
| by the Governor, upon the requisition of General | 
| Wool, and under the authority of the War De- 
| partment; and this presents the whole of the | 


case, and the ground of our claim to indemnity: 
Secrerary or Srate’s Orrice, 
; Monrre vier, February 11, 1850. 
| hereby certify that the following sums have been ap- 
propriated by the State of Vermont to defray the expenses 
of the militia called out at the request of the War Depart- | 
inent of the United States, by the authority of Vermont, in 


| To the 11th regiment of militia under Colonel Cornelius | 
$1,450 03 || 


Stilphen, by act of November 19, 18: 
To the town of Alburg, by act of October 29, 
1840.... ° 657 18 | 
437 61 | 
184] . . 51 25 
To Thomas H. Fuller, by act of November 10 
1841.... oe 


mg 10 00 
To Abel Drury, by act of November 1, 1841.... 


300 00 
75 66 
80 00 
scccoscccese O00 73 | 


The appropriation to Abel Drury, above named, was to 
compensate him for the loss of a house, caused by the oc- 


| cupation and use thereof by the soldiers. 


in tesumony whereof, 1 hereunto set my hand and affix 

the seal of this office, this 11th day of February, | 

A. D. 1850. | 

FERRAND F. MERRILL, | 

Secretary of State. | 

Amount of the above brought forward 

In addition to the above, as per certificate of 
Henry F. Janes, ‘Treasurer of the State of 
Vermont, dated February 26, 1840, the follow 
ing sums were paid: 


Ss ian in nintnine > dian Sion 
To the selectmen of the town of Fair- 
TEs bien aiberi erie $i ns dan hdeeeean's 
To the selectmen of the town of 
TONNE ckca pated de . 
the 


$164 47 


Georgia 
the 


Swanton.... 
947 45 | 
$4,009 18 , 


These last amounts paid to the selectmen of the several | 
towns were for supplies furnished the militia. } 


The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the | 
third time, and was passed. 

BOWNE AND CURRY. 


Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on Fi- 


| nance, to whom was referred the petition of, 
| George L. Bowne and William Curry, reported 


a bill (S. No. 455) for their relief; which was read 
the first time, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. MALLORY. I ask the Senate to consider 
this bill now. It is a small matter, involving only 
$200. 
‘The bill was read the second time, and consid- 
ered asin Committee of the Whole. Its object 
is to require the Secretary of the Treasury to re- | 
fund to George L. Bowne and William Curry 
$199 65, being fifty per cent. of the amount of | 
duties — to them by the collector at Key West, | 
on coals saved from the hull of the American 
bark Rainbow, from Swansea, England, lost on 
the Florida reef in August, 1855. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third | 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


VALUE OF COINAGE. 


Mr. PEARCE. I have been directed by'the | 
Committee on Finance to submit a report in| 


$3,061 73 || 


| the Treasury to appoint some suitable pers, 


it may be the pleasure of the Senate to allow jx; 
be considered now. I shall not debate it at qj ' 

There being no objection, the resolution wan 
read a second time, and considered as in Com. 
mittee of the Whole. It directs the Secretary of 
ae : n ag 
agent or commissioner, to confer with the Proper 


functionaries of Great Britain in relation to some 


| plan or plans of so mutually arranging the eoing 


of the two countries that the respective yyjis 


| shall be thereafter accurately and exactly com. 
mensurable, and to embody the result of such cop. 


| ference in a statement or report to be laid before 


| Congress as early as practicable. 


| 
| 





The resolution was reported to the Senate 


|| without amendment. 


Mr. CASS. I would suggest that the commis. 


| sion appointed by the English Government fo; 
| the purpose of changing their currency, and insti. 


tuting a decimal one, have reported unanimoysly 
against it, so that there is no kind of possibility 


\| of their changing, and I do not believe there j 


any possibility of our changing. 
Mr. PEARCE. This is only a report that is 


| asked for. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I think the Senator from Mich. 
gan is mistaken. Coinage is a royal prerogative 
in England, and Parliament can only request a 
change. Last summer, I think, the British House 
of Commons passed, on the motion of Mr. Brown, 
member for South Lancashire, a resolution to 
adopta new unit. I think this is the second tims 
it passed the House of Commons; but being a 
royal prerogative, and the ministry being divided, 
the object was not accomplished. 

Mr. CASS. They appointed a committee of 
the most eminent merchants of London, who are 
always consulted before making changes of this 
kind, and they have unanimously reported against 
the change. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The House of Commons is 


| in favor of it. 


Mr. HUNTER. Let the resolution lie over. 


| We have no time to debate it. 


Mr. PEARCE. Let us decide it without de- 
bate. There is another object in the resolution— 
to correct the proportion between the dollar and 

ound sterling, which is now, as everybody 
piclie,tunctabelbs That is all. I do not want 
to debate it. 

The joint resolution was ordered to a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


PREEMPTION RIGHTS. 


Mr. WILSON, agreeably to ndtice, asked and 
obtained legve to bring ina bill (S. No. 456) in 
addition to an act entitled ‘* An act to appropriate 
the proceeds of the public lands, and to grant 
preémption rights,’’ approved September 4, 1841; 
which was read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr, President, I have intro- 
duced this bill for the purpose of securing to the 
aoe actual settlers—some portion of the 

enefits of the huge grants made by Congress for 
the constructions of railroads. Congress, at this 
session, has granted millions of acres of the pub- 
lic lands for the construction of railroads. | have 
voted most cheerfully for these grants of alternate 
sections of the public domain for these improve 
ments in the new States. The prominent inter 
ests of those States and of the whole country 
will, in my opinion, be promoted by these grants. 
But it cannot be denied that objections exist 10 
these grants on the ground that the public lands 
pass into the control of large corporations, and 
into the hands of speculators, and are often he! 
at advanced prices for the purposes of specul- 
tion. This bill. proposes to remedy these objec- 
tions; to secure to the people — to actual settlers 
—to the men who are to cultivate these acres — 
the reserved alternate sections at the price of two 
dollars and fifty cents peracre. This policy, ! 
adopted, will encourage internal improvements, 





